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MR. BELL: In any event, there are
sone guidelines, and I'"mgoing to
I ntroduce you to Drew Joyner, who will be
noderating this program | noticed one
thing at the neeting we had -- public
meeting we had in Chapel HIl. There were
too many out |oud comments in -- as part
of the record. But if persons have
witten comments, | think it would be good
If you could | eave themw th the clerk.
That wasn't said at the |ast neeting.
Sonme people didn't -- weren't able to
finish in two mnutes. But if you have
witten coments, certainly |eave those as
part of the record.

So having said that, I'"magoing to
turn it over to Drew.

MR. JOYNER Ckay. Thank you so
much. Appreciate that. And that is a

very good point, and I'll reiterate that,
as well, as | go through here. Thank you.
| will say welcone to the

Dur ham Orange Light Rail Transit Project

public hearing. M nane is Drew Joyner.
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|'"'mgoing to be the adm nistrator for this
hear i ng.

We've had two public information
sessions held on Septenber 15th and 19th,
so | hope if you had questions and needed
additional information you took that
opportunity to cone out and talk wth us.

If you were unable to attend
those, a copy of the Draft Environnental
| npact Statenent and ot her information
that was provided during the sessions is
currently available for viewng out in the
| obby.

Toni ght, as Mayor Bell nentioned,
Is the second of two hearings. The first
heari ng was held this past Tuesday,
Septenber 29th, at the Friday Center in
Chapel Hill.

Toni ght we're seeking coments on
the Draft Environnental | npact Statenent
for this project. There are several ways
to provide input. In addition to speaking
tonight at this hearing, witten coments

are being collected this evening or you

Page 3

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

may send comments via email, postal nmail,
or using the project website.

A key thing to note is that verbal
and witten comments carry the sane
weight. So if you' re unconfortable
speaking in public or, as Mayor Bell
mentioned, two minutes is not enough to
get -- adequately get all of your comments
out, please feel free to use the other
nmet hods of providing i nput because we
really would | ove to hear from you.

Witten and verbal coments w |
not receive a reply. However, responses
to substantive coments wll be provided
I n the conbined Final Environnental [ npact
Statenent and Record of Decision. That's
the final planning docunent for the -- for
t he project.

Anot her inportant note is that the
comment period ends on Cctober 13, so
pl ease try to have all your comments in by
Oct ober 13.

For those who wi sh to speak

tonight, | hope you took the opportunity
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to sign up as you arrived. If not, you'l
have an opportunity until 7 p.m to sign
up to speak. At that point, sign up wll
conclude. However, we will stay until
everyone who has signed up prior to 7

o' cl ock has had a chance to speak.

Before we begin, 1'd like to point
out the ground rules for the hearing, and
you'll note those on the screen above.
And | know t hat nobst everybody here can
read, so | don't want to insult anybody.
But, for the record, | amgoing to go
t hrough the ground rul es.

The purpose of the hearing is to
receive public coments on the project.
This is not a debate or a
guesti on- and- answer session. Please help
mai ntai n an at nosphere where everyone
feels confortable and wel cone, regardl ess
of his or her position on the project.

Pl ease sil ence nobil e phones or
devices or set themto vibrate, and ||
check m ne, too, because | had one go off

in the mddle of a hearing before and it's
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rat her enbarrassing. So let's all do the
sane so you're -- don't be that person.

Pl ease remain qui et so others and
the court reporter can hear. Please |eave
the roomfor any side discussions. |f you
need to have a side discussion, feel free
to, but please take that out in the hall,

I f you don't m nd.

Tonight's hearing is being
recorded. A transcript will be provided,
so it's inportant that our court reporters
are able to hear everything. So it is
| nportant that you give our speakers that
opportunity to be heard.

Speakers shoul d state their nane
and address for the record prior to
speaki ng. Speakers nust |limt comments to
two m nutes. Speakers cannot yield their
time to others.

Pl ease refrain -- And this is for
t he speakers. Please refrain from
addr essi ng the audi ence or asking for
audi ence participation. And the

noderators wll facilitate the hearing and
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I nform speakers when their tinme is up.
And 1'Il go through the |ogistics of that
I n just a nonent.

So for those who signed up to
speak, you wll have been given a card
with a nunber on it. Periodically 1"l
call out a nunber; and when | call that
nunber, everyone wth that nunber, if it's
nunber 2 and you have 2A, B, C, D -- it
doesn't matter the letter that's on there,
just nunber 2, if you would cone up to the
front and we'll line you up here. So
probably conme around the back side and go
around the side here and we'll line you up
to speak here, and those fol ks wavi ng
their hands will help direct you and nake
sure everybody's in the correct order.

So when | call out a nunber
periodically, if you would go to the back
of the room and cone around and they w ||
| ine you up here in the front, and you'l
be speaking fromthis m crophone here on
the side that Mayor Bell was at a few

nonent s ago.

Page 7

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1 There's a tinmer, and you'll be
able to see that. Wen you stand at the
podium you'll be able to see the tiner.

And, Robert, can you ki nd of point

2

3

4

5 to where the tiner is so that they'll be
6 able to see. There's a tiner right here,
7

8

9

and when you get up, you'll see it and
it'll count down. We'I| reset it each
time.
10 After you' ve stated your nane and
11 address for the record, then we'll start

12 the tinmer so everybody gets a full two

13 m nutes no matter how | ong your address or
14 how | ong your nane is, and it will count
15 dowmn fromtwo mnutes. At the end of two
16 m nutes, we wll ask you to concl ude and
17 gi ve others an opportunity to speak.

18 Pl ease be sure to speak clearly

19 for the court reporter and try not to go
20 too fast. It's very inportant for themto
21 be able to hear and understand what you're
22 saying. So if you get up here and you're
23 speaking real fast -- | know fol ks get

24 nervous, | do the sanme thing, speak fast
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when you get nervous -- take a deep breath
and try not to go too fast so they can
catch everything because it's inportant
for us to nmake sure we capture your
coment s.

And, again, if you run out of
time, witten comments carry the sane
wei ght and we'd | ove to get those, as
wel | .

Al so, as you'll notice, we have
Aneri can sign | anguage avail abl e as wel |
as Spanish interpretation, and he's going
to --

THE | NTERPRETER: Yes. W will be
maki ng an announcenent in Spani sh just
expl ai ni ng how Spani sh speakers w |l be
able to participate.

( ANNOUNCEMENT | N SPANI SH. )

THE | NTERPRETER: Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

And | guess one final thing -- can
everybody hear ne okay? Am| |oud enough?
It's hard to tell with the acoustics in

here. | just want to nmake sure the folks
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in the back row can hear ne. [|f not,

pl ease wave your hand and | et ne know t hat
| need to speak a little | ouder or closer
to the mcrophone. And we'll try to do
the sane for the speakers, as well, if
they're not able to be heard.

So wwth that, we'll go ahead and
begin. Any of our speakers that have the
nunber 1 on their card, if you would, walk
around to the back over to Jeffrey, who's
wavi ng his hand or hol ding his hand up,
and we wll get you lined up to speak.

And | failed to nention one piece
of logistics, as well. Wen the speakers
cone up, the cards that you have, if you
woul d hand that to Robert, and he wl|
make sure that it gets to the court
reporter so that they'll have your nane
and address.

Wth that, our first speaker, if
you woul d approach the m crophone.

MR. JAMES CHAVIS: (Good
afternoon. M nane is Janes Chavis. |

stay at
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) ) Page 11
in Durham North Carolina, known

as the east Durhamarea and District 1.
|"mhere today to tell you all
that our area, along with ne, are
dissatisfied with this light rail system
And the reason why we're dissatisfied,
because we got lied to. You said to us
you was comng to our area and asked us to
vote for this. Wll, we voted for it, and
in the neanti ne you' ve been havi ng
neetings and asking different questions
and still sonme of them have not been
answer ed.

Then found out at the very end we
are no | onger going to be a part of what
our taxpayer noney that drives -- you
know, drivers are paying for this. Well,
| ama driver, and | just got through
paying this year for it, again. So how do
you think | feel about it? | amvery
di ssatisfied, and | hope you'll find a way
that we can discontinue this. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER |If you would, please,
hand your card to Robert. Thank you.
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Page 12
MR. M KE SH FLETT: Thank you. My

nane is Mke Shiflett. | live at
n Dur ham

|'ve been an active citizen
participating in mass transit since the
md '90s, the first studies by TTA that
actually included a nonorail system

In addition to that, |'ve been
I nvol ved wi th the Durham Conprehensive
Plan back in the '90s, the first
est abl i shed conpact nei ghborhoods for
pedestrian and transit coexi stence.

| was honored to serve on the
year -1 ong STAC program which was a
col | aborative study of transit and
regional growh for both Durham Chapel
Hll, and Carrboro, along with the Capitol
Area Metropolitan Planning O ganizations,
followng 2011 with the successful sales
tax referendumfor transit that brought
nei ghbor hoods, civic organi zati ons,
non-profits, political groups under the
| eadershi p of the Durham Chanber of

Commerce which resulted in over a 60
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percent positive voters support. This was
under the organi zation called DO Transit,
Dur ham Orange County Friends of Transit.

More recently, |'ve been a nenber
of the Coalition for Affordable Housing
and Transit, and as sonebody that's been
I nvested in housing and senior |iving
I ssues for nost of ny life here in Durham
| support regional transportation by Iight
rail.

| believe that by extending the
project to Al ston Avenue, as earlier
stated, it can never serve our
nei ghborhoods. It is ny belief that these
credentials that | have with ne
denonstrate a lifetine commtnent to
public transportation spanni ng over two
decades of listening and understandi ng and
eval uating the needs of our region and
Durhamin particul ar.

Wil e others speak -- While other
speakers talk fromthe base of
under st andi ng one or two years, |'ve been

I nvol ved over 20. M nessage to the FTA
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is that this is just a draft docunent. It
is not perfect in any way, but it would be
ny hope that the community and the

nei ghbors work together to solve the
problens that they still have.

" ve included ny copy of ny
credentials, as | hope that's sonething
t hat encourages the FTA to support a
project that will provide our citizens of
need and engage the larger comunity in
wor ki ng t oget her and maki ng a successf ul
project that we're worthy and proud of.
Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |f anyone
does have comments -- witten comments
after you've spoken and you want to turn
those in, if you don't mnd putting those
-- they can give themto you, Jeffrey?
kay. That'll be fine. GCkay. Thank you.
You may begi n.

MR. DAN JEWELL: Good afternoon.
My nane is Dan Jewell. | reside at

just about a five-mnute

wal k fromthe proposed Buchanan Avenue
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station, so thank you for that.

"' m here toni ght though
representing a group of concerned Dur ham
citizens called Durham Area Desi gners.

MR. JEFFREY: Sorry about that.
Hang on a second. We'Ill get the tiner
set. Apologize for that.

MR. DAN JEWELL: That's okay. You
gave ne extra tine.

MR. JEFFREY: Sorry about that.

MR DAN JEVWELL: Geat. Wre ny
previ ous comments on record then?

MR. JEFFREY: Yes, they were.

MR. DAN JEWELL: Okay. Very good,
then. Again, Dan Jewell w th Durham Area
Designers. |1'mhere representing Durham
Area Designers, which is a group of 75
Dur ham based desi gn prof essional s,
architects, |landscape architects, urban
pl anners, engi neers, and we have been --
t hey' ve asked ne to go on record saying
Dur ham Area Designers strongly supports
bui | di ng the LRT.

I n addition, we support the four
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key deci sions reconmended by the Triangle
in the DEI'S, the Duke VA Station, the New
Hope Creek Crossing, the Little Creek
Crossing, and the Rail Operations and

Mai nt enance Facility.

In addition, we would like to go
on record saying that there are sone
desi gn tweaks that we would strongly
suggest that GoTriangle try and
I ncorporate into this plan: Modifying
station |ocations and designs as part of
the FEIS to better serve a project purpose
and need. Those include better station
spaci ng and access for downt own Durham by
shifting the Buchanan station closer to
Buchanan Boul evard to increase visibility
and access to Birch Avenue, West End,
Trinity Park, and East Canpus; restore the
downtown transit center station to the
original GoTriangle proposed |ocation at
Duke Street; to add a city center station,
as recommended by all three Durham Area
Desi gner charrette teans in Cctober 2014

to provide convenient access to Durhanis
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gover nment buil di ngs, including the
court house, detention center, and city
hal | and better serve the Main Street
retail and offices to anchor the ball park;
and, finally, we would al so be supportive
of restoring the Al ston Avenue station to
the original GoTriangle's own site east of
Al ston Avenue to extend the reach of Light
Rai |l into east Durham and support that
community, as prom sed in years past.
That concludes ny remarks. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

M5. MARCIA REA: M/ nane is Marcia
Rae. | live at :
ot herwi se known as ground zero ROW.

|"m here today to i nformyou of
t he happeni ngs at ROW zero. At the first
neeting | attended, | realized we were at
risk. | asked what we should do in the
nmeanwhi | e, and the response was just do
what you were doing as if it's not
happeni ng.

One day a young man who said he

was wth GoTriangle cane to the door and
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told ne he wanted to | ook at the property.
He said it was for the ROV but not to
worry because it would be crazy to put it
here. He said the obvious choice was
south Al ston Avenue.

Around the tine when | was at --
Around that tinme, | was out in the
backyard at dusk and found a man. | asked
what he was doing. H's response was
surveying. | asked why. He says he
didn't know. | should have suspected what
now i s obvious, the ROV was com ng.

When the Cul p Arbor neeting
occurred was the first definite
verification of my fears. | want to tel
you despite the DEIS that clained that
they had notified the
honmeowner s/ st akehol ders of their intent,
nei t her ny daughter who owns our hone or
t he nei ghbors, the Bareilles famly, have
recei ved such contact.

Qur famly has a very conpl ex
situation. M husband is a Marine Corps

Vet of 20 years, is disabled with a brain

Page 18

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

tunor, and has many conplicated health
problens. M adult son is profoundly
retarded and in full care. Both of ny nen
have seizures. | have breast cancer.

To be forced to nove at this tine
inour life wll be difficult and
conplicated. W have done nuch research
on light rail and feel it is currently --
as it is currently planned it is not going
to serve the people in the area it clains
to want to serve.

The area near central and south
Al st on Avenue, already zoned industrial,
woul d be nost beneficial and provide jobs
and transportation if the ROV were
| ocated there. Historically, light rai
has fewer riders than projected and costs
much nore to build and nmaintain than
pl anners project. | doubt we wll do any
better than the nore popul ated areas that
have light rail. W do not support the
light rail.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR. ANDREW JACOBSON: Good
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afternoon. My nane is Andrew Jacobson. |
live at Dur ham
and | support the light rail project.

This is one of the fastest grow ng
regions in the country. | believe this
proj ect provides an opportunity to focus
that growth and serves as a backbone to
our -- to our community for decades to
cone.

This investnent could centralize
grow h along that corridor and inprove the
efficiency of our |and-use decisions and
transportation infrastructure.

Secondly, as an advocate for
bi cycl e and pedestrian issues, investnents
In mass transit are al ways good
I nvest nents, are good -- and good
strategies. Mass transit can inprove
participation rates in bicycling and
wal king. Bicycling -- Bicycle and
pedestrian connections and safety should
be considered during the design and
construction of the -- of the light rail

|1 ne.
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Finally and in that sanme thread, |

argue that a nultipurpose trail should be
built in parallel along the outer T |ine
as it's seen in sone other projects.
Thank you.
MR. JOYNER  Thank you.
M5. LISA BRACH. M nane is Lisa
Brach, B-r-a-c-h, |like the candy. M
address is
Chapel HiIl, North Carolina 27517,
and | am nost assuredly a Durham t axpayer.
As | attended these public -- As |
have attended these public comrent
nmeetings, | hear a recurring thene anong
those who deal with the light rail is the
only answer to Durham and Orange County's
transportation probl ens.
First, that the light rail wll
end the traffic congestion along 15/501
and 54 and, second, that it wll provide
better transportation for those who are in
| oner-i ncone | evel jobs and situations.
To the first assunption of

reducing traffic, I would ask, how? On
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15/501, only two stops are vaguely cl ose.
On 54, the majority of eastbound traffic
Is either attenpting to access |1-40 or
attenpting to travel further east on 54 to
south parts -- parts of southeast Durham
or the RTP where the light rail does not
go.

The majority of the westbound
traffic is traveling to UNC Hospital from
| -40 or from sout heast Durham Again, no
tracks or stations.

As to the second and nore
I nportant fal se assunption that this
17-mle route will provide reliable and
af fordabl e transportation for mnorities
and | ower-incone famlies, | would ask
how? How will it do this when the cl osest
stations are so far away that they wll
either need a car to get to a station or
they will have to pay for a bus to get to
a station to pay for a train ticket to get
to their job, which better be |ocated at
Duke or UNC Hospitals where it neans

anot her bus fare?
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Add to all this the extrene tax
debt, which will be placed on the
shoul ders of all Durham and Orange County
t axpayers fromthe poorest on up, and the
light rail becones a slap in the face of
t hose who truly need good public
transportation.

Do not waste 400 mllion of
Durham s tax dollars just to build it. Do
not conmt us to a debt which will take
generations to pay and still not solve our
public transportation problemfor those
who need it nost.

Where is the environnental justice
in this plan and net hod of
transportati on?

MR. JOYNER  Anyone who has a
speaker card with the nunber 2 on it, if
you woul d pl ease go on back and cone over
to the side and Jeffrey wll nake sure
that you are in the correct order and
ready to speak.

kay, ma'am Thank you.

M5. NANCY GORDAN:  Thank you. My
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nanme is Nancy Gordan. | live at

in Durham [|'ve lived in
Durham for 35 years, and | love this
comuni ty.

| have gotten involved in the
di scussi ons about the ROVF because one of
t he proposed sites was Cornwal i s Road. |
am an active nenber of the Judea Reform
Congregation. | amon the board at the
Jew sh Federation which occupi es the sane
buil ding that's used by the Jew sh
Community Center.

Part of what | want to do is thank
the people at GoTransit and the el ected
officials who |istened and asked -- when
we said we own |and that had not actually
been put in our nane yet but that |and not
to be taken by em nent domain to conplete
t he Cornwalis Road ROWF.

That woul d create a real problem
both that em nent domain raises |awsuits
and, secondly, because that is the only
| and that that entire canpus has to

conpl ete our busi ness devel opnent pl an.
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So that was kind of critical to us. |It's
two- and-a-half to three-and-a-half acres
of | and.

The other thing is, is the noving
of Western Boul evard, which would, per the
pl an, be noved closer to a charter school,
Lerner Day School and the Jew sh Community
Center which has summer canps. But the
hazards that that raised -- that that
woul d raise are fairly clear. Everything
el se that has been rai sed by our canpus
has really fallen under the simlar
conpl aints that other sites have rai sed,
construction won't be easy, there -- there
are concerns about light and vibration and
all of that.

What |'d like to do is thank the
people from GoTransit and our el ected
officials for listening to us very
respectfully, and we hope that the respect
has been reciprocal, that our community
has addressed you all respectfully.

And many of the staff of GoTransit

that are here, thank you. You' ve been
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great in terns of just listening. W
don't always agree, but that's how
politics work. So thank you very nuch.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

M5. DEBBI E McCARTHY: Okay.

MR. JOYNER Do you want to wait a
mnute until everybody is seated so we
don't have a --

M5. DEBBI E McCARTHY: Oh. Thank
you.

MR. JOYNER  Yeah, let's wait just

a second and naeke sure everybody gets

seat ed.

V5. DEBBI E McCARTHY: Is it okay
to go?

Good afternoon. |'m Debbie
McCart hy, . Wen

Ms. Murdock nmade a presentation to the
City Council work session on Septenber 10,
she left out a fewthings. She failed to
mention that the Farrington ROW site
woul d require the highest nunber of
residential relocations, six, of any of

the sites.
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She failed to nention that,
according to the DEIS, it had the worst
envi ronnental score, the highest nunber of
estimated streaminpacts, 638 feet, the
greatest inpact on wetlands and the
| argest riparian buffer required, 193, 790
riparian buffer credits needed. This is
I n appendi x K2 of the DEIS.

She omtted fromher chart of
| npact ed parks the amazi ng Lei gh Farm
Park, an 86-acre nature preserve that took
ten years of public and private effort to
preserve, is the anchor of the trail
system and it's the hone of Piednont
WIldlife where hundreds of children enjoy
nature canps. |t includes wetl ands,
sl opes, hiking trails, hardwood forest,
and it's going to be inundated by the
purpl e nonster ROMF, which is going to
bl eed massive quantities of runoff through
two streans N and NN that have been
identified in the DEIS. They run directly
under 1-40 and wll flood Lei gh Farm Park

and Trenton nei ghbor hood.
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There will also be toxicity in
that runoff fromthe chem cals involved at
the ROW, and those of us who drink from
wells on Trenton Road are not happy about
that. It wll not be easy to mtigate
because the geol ogy beneath the ROW site
Is incredibly hard rock. Ask them about
t hat .

There were mapping errors evident
also in the presentation. 1've shown on
ny map the exact location of all the
t hi ngs that can be confusing. There's the
park, there's the ROW, there's the
transit station in a conpact nei ghborhood.
The exact | ocation of these things is
| nportant, and we encourage you,
&oTriangle and el ected officials, to cone
and take a tour with us so we can show you
exactly where they are.

Ms. Murdock al so included state
fundi ng woul d probably be 25 percent when,
in fact, it's nore likely to be 10 percent
or less. So the Durhamcitizens are going

to be left with a huge tax bill.
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Many peopl e who oppose the rail

are wearing red today. | amnot wearing
red. |'mwearing black. |'min nourning
for the loss of the Farrington corridor
whi ch for generations has been a | ovely
greenbelt between Durham and Chapel Hill.
It's now going to be lost. Its
environnental sensitivity, its history,
Its beauty is going to be engulfed by
Chapel HIl, and it's going to be buried
I n asphalt.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

M5. MARGARET M LLER M nane is
Margaret Mller. | live at

Chapel Hill, North Carolina, but
It's in Durham County and Durham City.

In her presentation to the
council, Ms. Murdock failed to nention the
proximty of Creekside Elenentary School,
which is closer to the Farrington ROV
site than the Levin School [sic] and the
Maur een Joy Charter School to the proposed
Cornwal is ROVF, both cited as reasons not

to select Cornwalis. Wy the discrepancy?
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Chapel Hill cited Rashkis Elenentary as a
reason to nove the light rail conpletely
out of Meadowront. Wiy the double

st andar d?

Ms. Murdock nmade no nention of the
maj or transportation corridor which calls
for a 100-foot undi sturbed buffer beyond
the interstate right-of-way as well as
50-foot stream buffers. DEIS shows
streans band and -- and wetland triple
band on the Farrington ROW site to lie
within the MIC overl ay.

Ms. Murdock failed to nention the
Dur ham pl anni ng director Steve Mdli n,
that his witings about the Farrington
site are as follows: Planning staff would
be unabl e to support the planned anendnent
needed to allow the ROV to proceed.

We find an industrial use to be
I nconpatible with the existing |and-use
pattern, |ow residential, and/or
desi gnated future |l and uses. Potenti al
100-f oot stream buffer requirenents woul d

significantly alter the proposed footprint
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of the ROW.

No nention of the Epcon -- Epcon
Cul p Arbor sewer easenent, which traverses
the entire Farrington ROW and i s supposed
to remai n undi sturbed and fully accessible
for I ong-term mai nt enance.

Al so, no nention of the underlying
geol ogy, the need for the Farrington site,
whi ch Epcon can readily provide fromits
soil borings for the sewer. Underlying
rock woul d create technical difficulties
and consi derable costs with respect to
digging cisterns for stormnvater retention.

Al ready heavy stormater runoff
fromsix |lanes of interstate pavenent
causes streamto overflow its banks and at
ti mes cover Trenton Road. Additional
runof f from 26 i npervious --

MR. JOYNER: Ma'am --

M5. MARGARET M LLER -- acres --
MR. JOYNER -- your tine is up.
M5. MARGARET MLLER -- is mnd

boggling. Thank you.
MR. JOYNER  Thank you.
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M5. CATHY ABERNATHY: My nane is
Cat hy Abernathy. | live at

And, |ike ny good friend Debbie
McCarthy, we have been noticing
envi ronnent al protection needs since the
1980s.

But at that council neeting when
the ROWs were bei ng discussed and the
routes, Council man Schewel asked if a
docunent reporting to be a conplicating
need, was it illegal for making Cornwalis
| ess possible as an alterative, naking
Farrington Road the only choice.

GoTri angl e representative Shirkey
(phonetic) said, fine, we're not going to
-- well, perhaps they need one.

And regarding the Lee Village
ROVF, have you |l ooked that it's only a few
feet or yards different fromthe
Farri ngton Road ROVF, and that site was
el i m nat ed because there's a potentially
historic site on the southern end? That
site was identified by T. Wal ker Robi nson

i n the 1980s during Durhaminventories.
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That was avail able to anybody who want ed

to see it.

Now |l et's tal k about notification,
nei ghbor hood i nvol venent. Cul p Arbor
resi dents never received in the mai
notifications of the neeting on June 24th.

On June 18th, Trenton Road found
out that they were, indeed, the
nei ghbor hood that conpl etely changes the
way devel opnent occurs al ong
transient-oriented corridors, despite
their closeness to the watershed and the
pol |l ution routes for Lake Jordan that
we' re paying for.

So in the neighbor -- in the
nei ghbor hood i nvol venent sections of the
DEI'S, where is our opposition? Not very
much. W're at the end of this process.
Thank you very nuch.

MR. JOYNER  Qur next speaker.

MR. DAVI D McCARTHY: Good
afternoon. My nane is David McCarthy. |
live I n Dur ham County.

There are sonme additional itens in
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the light rail report that GoTriangle
m srepresented that 1'd |ike to cover.

Tax burdens, we've heard about
them The tax burden on Durhamis goi ng
to be significant. This is going to be an
I nfl exible, slow antiquated system of
trollies, and the drive now, according to
Googl e, fromDuke to UNCis a 17-m nute
drive. The light rail systemnakes it a
44-m nute, all-day adventure. The |ight
rail will actually add traffic congestion
because of the at-grade crossings.

Property values wll certainly
fall, and the quality of life would suffer
I n sout hwest Durhamin the residenti al
nei ghbor hoods sadly i npacted by the 24/7
presence of noise and light pollution
comng froman industrial rail yard.

The ridershi p nunbers have been
seriously overestimated. Charlotte has a
popul ati on greater than our area but yet
their nunbers of boardings are
significantly |less than what the |ight

rail peopl e project.
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GoTriangle's ridership projections
will require 20,000 people per square nle
along the rail line, but the reality is
the projection for 2035 is a little bit
over 4,000 people per square mle in this
ar ea.

The fatality rates for light rail
acci dents across the country are second
only to notorcycles. The light rail
| eaves out mnority and | owincone
popul ations. Historically black NC
Central University doesn't nake the cut.
Duke and UNC do.

The GoTri angl e nodel presunes 40
percent zero vehicle households. The
reality is 10 percent in Durhamand 7.4
percent in Orange County do not have
vehicles. And | thank you for your tine.

M5. ANNETTE KRONM LLER: My nane

Is Annette Kronm | er. | live at

So as an alternative to |ight
rail, we think that bus rapid transit on

existing roads is nore flexible and | ess
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expensi ve than a new fixed right-of - way
for new tracks.

Al so, you know, we've seen how
t echnol ogy changes wth the rising Uber,
driverless vehicles, and peopl e working
fromhone. The extrene traffic congestion
so feared by elected officials is not
likely to materialize, and, in fact, this
light rail, as it's been stated, will be

made worse by all these at-grade crossings

where every vehicle will have to hit its
brakes unpteen tinmes a transit to -- to
make way.

Al so now t hat Ral ei gh has opted
out of light rail, this problematic,
costly node of transportation doesn't even
provi de access to RDU and RTP.

Sonme of us would like to offer an
alternative to the Farrington ROV site,
not the Lee Village option in the DES
[sic] which sinply slides the Farrington
site a few yards south, but the yet-to-be
created Lee Village conpact nei ghborhood

surroundi ng the proposed Lee Vill age
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Transit Station near NC-54 and Farri ngton.
There the expected | and use, the sell-out
plan for the property owners, the quantity
of inpervious surface and the density of
proposed devel opnent nmake an industri al
facility appropriate.

The Lee Village Transit Station
area i s going to becone the paved dunping
ground, literally a parking lot, for over
900 vehicles for Chapel H I, specifically
for UNC Hospital.

Why Durham s el ected officials
enbrace this second-class treatnent, we
don't know, nor do we know why they
al l oned Chapel HIl's Meadownont to dunp
the rail line into Durham s Downi ng Creek,
but residents fromthe portion of
Farrington Road in southwest would like to
preserve this as the North Carolina we
cane to and that we love. And we do know
that it nmakes sense to include an
I ndustrial ROVF sonewhere el se where it
wi || becone sout hwest Durham s New Jersey

jungle of asphalt and rail |ines and
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) ) Page 38
hi gh-density apartnents.

MR. JOHN MARTIN:. Good afternoon.

My nane is John Martin. | |ive at
in AOd North Durham

| strongly support public
transportation, but | do not support this
project, and the reason | say that is
because ny first guiding principle for
public transportation is it ought to be
ai ned at those people who have no ot her
alternative first of all but to use public
transportation.

And the irony of this project is
It nost serves nei ghbor hoods where public
transportation is less -- |east used and
wi I | 1gnore nei ghborhoods |ike east Durham
where public transportation is nost
desperat el y needed.

| have lived east of Roxboro for
the last five years. | know sonething
about those nei ghbor hoods.

But the question | want to have
GoTri angl e answer very sinply is, where is

the noney going to cone fron? Forget the
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-- maybe the legislature will take care
of that and get rid of it, but all the
state has appropriated, the Departnent of
Transportation through their new process,
is $138 mllion. Your project calls for
the state to put up at |east $400 m i on.
So where is the other $262 mllion com ng
fronf

It can't cone fromthe taxpayers
of Durham and Orange County because we're
going to be covering 25 percent of the 400
mllion already. So where is it going to
conme fronf

| think it would be irresponsible
to go forward with this project wthout a
clear and definitive answer to that
guestion, and | haven't heard one yet.
Thank you.

MR. JOYNER: And before our next
speaker gets started, if anyone has a
speaker card with the nunber 3 on it, if
you woul d, please, cone along this sort of
back wall here behind Jeffrey and he'l
get you set. And any of y'all that have
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al ready spoken, if you wouldn't m nd
clearing out the front row for us, please,
so we'll have an opportunity for those
addi ti onal speakers to cone up.

And anot her qui ck announcenent,
too. For those who have nore recently
joined us, periodically I wll call a
nunber. |If you signed up to speak and you
have a speaker card, periodically I wll
call up a nunber and ask the fol ks that
have that nunber on their card to cone up
and |ine up to speak.

When you cone up, if the speakers
woul d hand -- when it's tine for you to
speak, those speakers would hand their
card to Robert there, and the speakers
shoul d ask -- should state their nane and
address for the record. Follow ng that,
everyone wll have two mnutes to speak.
There is a tinmer that you can see that
wi Il count down two mnutes with a buzzer
that will et you know when your -- your
time is up.

So with that -- is everybody
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settled? | wanted to give everybody a
chance to be settled so you woul dn't be
di sturbed during your speaking.

Now, if you would like to go
ahead, sir.

MR. ROBERT HEALY: Good. M/ nane
IS Robert Healy. | live at

in the Trinity Hei ghts nei ghbor hood
of Durham |'ve lived in the Gty of
Dur ham for 29 years.

| believe strongly that this LRT
project is far too costly and is only a
partial solution to our actual
transportati on needs. Even if one accepts
GoTriangle's ridership estimates, this LRT
w Il reduce traffic on 15/501 by | ess than
5 percent.

The project does not serve NC
Central, nor Durham Tech, nor any of our
continuing care conmunities, nor even
downt own Chapel HIl. It serves only a
tiny fraction of the large |owincone
popul ation in northeast and sout heast

Durham not the | owincone area of Chapel
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Hll, not the arge | owinconme popul ation
in rural Orange County.

But can we rely on the ridership
estimates? As soneone famliar with
transportation forecasting, | asked
GoTriangle for nore than two years for
nore details on their nethods and
assunptions. |'ve been asked to wait for
the DEI'S, but this information was not in
t he DEI S.

| then made a formal request for
the information, citing North Carolina
Public Records Act, which clearly entitles
me toit. GoTriangle did not even reply.

Frankly, | think it quite likely
that the ridership estinmates are
exaggerated by optim stic and hi dden
assunpti ons.

Let nme close with a personal view
I Tive in Trinity Heights, about four
bl ocks fromthe proposed LRT station. |
can now take a bus fromny street corner
to New Hope Conmmobns, the Robertson bus to

downt own Chapel HilIl, the Bull Cty
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Page 43
Connector to downt own Dur ham and east war d.

The LRT will probably elimnate
these routes. Even though | |ive very
close to a station and should be anong the
peopl e benefitted by it, the LRT service
will be inferior to what |I now enj oy.
Spending $1.6 billion on the LRT will rmake
me poor as a taxpayer and not one bit nore
nmobi |l e.  Thank you.

MR. JOYNER The next speaker.

MR ERIC SHYSELS: |I'mEric
Shysels. | live at
which is Chapel H I, zip code --

it's part of Durham Gty, Durham County.

| strongly believe that efficient
and cost-effective public transportation
Is key to any urban devel opnent. That is
why | oppose LRT. It is excessively
expensi ve and does not serve Sout hpoi nt
Mal |, RTP, RDU Airport, or Raleigh.

Any economist will tell you that
an environnent of rapid technol ogi cal
change, as we are currently witnessing in

the transportation sector, it is inportant
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to invest in a flexible and adapt abl e
transit systemrather than putting huge
anounts of public noney into a rigid
systemlike LRT that is extrenely
expensive to build and naintain.

Qoviously -- Objectively |ooking
at the facts pronpted Wake County | eaders
to wal k away fromlight rail and sign in
favor of bus rapid transit. In ny
opi nion, they were wise to do so.

In ny remaining tine, 1'd like to
tal k as a professor and schol ar of
research nethods such as those used by
GoTriangl e to predict ridership demands.

In my opinion, these nunbers, such
as the 23,000 daily boardings, are vastly
inflated. M colleague, Bob Healy, just
tal ked, and | requested early Septenber
detail s about those projections.

GoTriangl e has refused to deliver
using the Gvil R ghts Act as an excuse.
I'"'mnot a legal scholar, but | doubt the
validity of that argunent.

Subsequent |y, we requested access
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to the consultants' reports, which are, in
our opinion, public domain docunents under
the North Carolina Public Records Act.
They have not been provided. | think the
ridershi p exaggeration and the | ack of
transparency nmeke this project even nore
suspect. Thank you.

MR PATRI CK CURLEY: M nane is
Patrick Curley. | live at

Chapel HiIl, North Carolina 27517.
It is in Durham County.

When a hal f-cent tax increase was
proposed from Dur ham County sone years
ago, | voted for the tenporary increase
because the funds were to be used to | ook
at providing a regional transportation
system sol ution, including a possible
light rail solution.

| oppose this particular |ight
rail project as outlined by GoTriangl e.
The foll ow ng seven reasons are nost
conpelling. First, this project is
fiscally unsound with a high annual

operating subsidy of alnost $14 mllion.
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| did not vote for a pernmanent tax
I ncrease.

Second, the noise pollution, Iight
pol | ution, and runoff pollution.

Third, the limted service area
provided by this particular route.

Fourth, safety concerns about the
proposed new at-grade crossings.

Fifth, adverse traffic inpact to
al ready congested areas because of the
proposed at-grade crossings.

Six, the lack of coordination with
the North Carolina Departnent of
Transportation and their future plans for
t he H ghway 54 corridor.

Seventh, no connectivity wth Wake
County or RDU.

| have three recommendations to
all of the deciding entities for the
Dur ham Orange Light Rail Transit. First,
hold a voter referendum and ask the Durham
and Orange County residents if this
specific proposed light rail project is

what they expected and what they truly
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want .

Second, if any light rail project
Is approved and built, let the riders pay
for the full cost of ridership. That
means no subsidies fromour tax dollars to
pay for the annual operating expenses.

And, third, if any light rail
project is approved and built, during the
course of the planning and the buil ding of
the new tracks, no new at-grade crossings
should be built. Existing at-grade
crossings, where utilized, should be
upgraded to appropriate safety standards,

but no new at-grade crossings should be

built.
MR. DI CK HAILS: Good afternoon.
My nanme is Dick Hails. | live at
Dur ham NC
27701.

|'"ve worked for 24 years in
| eadership positions wth the Durham
City-County Planning Departnent. |[|'ve
al so worked as planning director of the

transit planner, consultant wth other
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North Carolina cities. |In addition, |'ve
al so served twi ce as president of the
North Carolina Chapter of the Anerican
Pl anni ng Association. |'ve also visited
and studied a nunber of US and foreign
cities on transit-oriented devel opnent.

| want to speak today about four
reasons why | believe that the DEI' S
recomendati ons to devel op Dur ham Orange
LRT system are sound ones and essential to
t he Durham and Chapel Hi Il conmuniti es.

First, environnment. Mich of the
area between Durham and Chapel H Il is
envi ronnental constrained with water
quality-sensitive federally-owned wildlife
| ands. |If these communities are --
continue to grow and prosper in a
sust ai nabl e manner, they need to utilize
an LRT systemas an effective way to
protect these inportant water and
open-space resources fromthe inpacts of
wi deni ng nul ti pl e hi ghways through the
ar ea.

Traffic and cost. A recent report
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fromthe US Federal Reserve notes that a
light rail transit system can
cost-effectively carry travel trips

equi val ent to eight |anes of highway
traffic.

This area needs an LRT solution to
handl e future traffic demands at
reasonabl e cost and w thout harm ng the
area's quality of life.

Third, job growh. The proposed
LRT woul d connect the three |argest job
centers in the Durham Chapel Hill area:
UNC, Duke, and downtown Durham To
support strong, continued growth and
conpetitiveness in these essenti al
centers, there's a critical need for a
hi gh-quality transportati on systemthat
the LRT can hel p provide.

And, fourth, equity. There are
serious issues of housing affordability
and jobs access in both the Durham and
Chapel Hill comrunities, particularly for
| ower -i ncone citizens.

Devel opnent of the proposed LRT
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system can greatly inprove access to job
centers and to plan affordabl e housing at
transit stations.

In summary, | strongly support the
proposal to construct a light rail transit
system as recommended in the DEIS.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR DICK FORD: |'mDick Ford. |
live at I n
Durham North Caroli na.

' m here today because | support
public transportation and | support
devel opnent and growth. Because | firmy
support these objectives, | cannot support
the current light rail schenme for Durham
and Chapel HiIl. It does an inadequate
and overly expensive job at delivering
transit and grow h.

| Tive in Downing Creek in
sout hwest Durham Li ke many of ny
nei ghbors, | was astounded when the |ight
rail line was noved to our doorstep from
Meadownont, a comunity built for and

because of light rail.
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But ny dismay did not stop there.
The nore | | earned about this project, the
nore | saw it would be a financial
al batross on Durham al ways needi ng new
revenue, resources. It would deny us the
public transit we actually need while
delivering mniml benefits. Just |ook at
the map of the current schene, 15 stations
I n west Durham and Chapel HIl, 2 stations
I n east Durham

Light rail wll deliver better air
gquality, not so. It was to reduce
congestion, not so. But the cruelest joke
was the claimthat light rail would
I nprove the lives of the transit-dependent
and create affordable housing. This |ight
rail schenme does not serve the
transit-dependent in |uxury housing built
beside the light rail, not affordable
housi ng.

As Bob and Eric have nenti oned,
t he nost vul nerable part of this |ight
rail schene is the ridership projections.

That's what got the last iteration of this
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schene ni xed by the feds.

They have spoken to you about
their attenpts to run the GoTriangle
ridership nunbers, only to get the brush
off from GoTri angl e bureaucrats. They
refuse to share the data with them

Wiy won't they |let us check these
crucial ridership projections? Wy this
| ack of transparency on the key to the
schenme's success? Wy hasn't this schene
had an i ndependent review |li ke Wake
County? What are we left with?

Unexam ned ridership estinates,
ever-increasing travel tines, disruptions
for | ong-established nei ghborhoods.

Wake County's rejection of |ight
rail, lack of adequate state funding.
Public transit is too inportant to let the
present schene be built.

For all of these reasons, |
recommend a no build option. Thank you.

M5. GAIL ABRAMS: Hi. M nane is
Gail Abrams. | live at

in Durham North Carolina. | am
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here, however, as the executive director
of Piednont Wldlife Center. W are

| ocated in Leigh Farm Park, the park that
Is directly across 1-40 fromthe
Farrington ROVF, and we are here to say
that we are against that | ocation.

The streans that run through the
Farrington ROV | ocation drain directly
under 1-40 and into Lei gh Farm ParKk.
Those streans and wetl| ands are already
extrenely degraded fromthe normal runoff
that already occurs froml-40 and the
streans | ocated on the other side of it.

If we add 26 acres of inpervious
surface now draining into that park, it is
going to devastate the wildlife and the
environnment in that park.

We serve over 1,700 children that
cone to that park every year as they
expl ore the wetlands, the forest, and the
fields. They walk in those wetlands with
bare feet. They explore what wildlife and
nature is really all about, and this ROV

situation is going to really, really ness
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up that whol e situation.

| would invite anyone who has the
power to really make a difference in this
project to actually visit Leigh Farm Park
anytinme in the next four days, put your
rain gear on, cone out to the park, and
| ook at the flooding that's going to
happen just fromthe rain that we are
going to get in the next four days that
are going to take place and then nultiply
that times 26 acres of inpervious surface,
and | think you wll see that there's
going to be a major, major inpact on Leigh
Farm Park and the Jordan Lake watershed
and the water that we drink. The children
are going to really be di sadvantaged, as
will the wildlife.

W are in a |long-term Eastern Box
Turtle study in that park. W have eight
turtles that have transmtters on them and
are nonitored on a daily basis to | ook at
the places they travel. Adding flooding
and pollution to this park is going to

really devastate their wildlife habitat

Page 54

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




© 00 N o o ~A w N P

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

and | ocati ons where they hibernate and
live and feed every day.

So please take wildlife and
children into account in this project.
Thank you.

MR. WAYLAND BURTON: Good
evening. M nane is Wayl and Burton. |
live at
North Carolina.

|'"ve spent the past 36 years in
the service of ny country with the
Depart nent of Defense. That's given ne an
opportunity to live in a lot of world and
a lot of world-class comunities.

| amin support of the light rail
system | also have the enthusiastic
opportunity to expound on how progressive
city and county, Durham and Dur ham County,
has al ways been.

| al so was supportive of the |ight
rail system because | believe that w thout
it, there would be an increase and
expansi on of various roads that we have

and also in those record conmmutes that
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peopl e have to -- have to endure in
traveling to their jobs or to conmute to
Durham for either to shop or to visit or
to live.

Wthout the light rail system |
can see the future of our community
di sappearing. Do not let our future
down. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. As our
next speaker's comng up, | would like to
call anyone who has a speaker card with
the nunber 4. |If you would, please, cone
up and line up behind Jeffrey and he'l
make sure that you're in the correct
or der.

And if our speaker will wait just
a nonent until everybody has a chance to
be seated so that they won't disrupt you.

kay. Thank you for your

patience. You can go ahead.

MR. CHARLIE G BBS: Thank you. M

nane is Charlie G bbs. | live at
Dur ham
County.
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And there have been a | ot of good
comments nmade and there are a | ot of
things to be considered and what -- and
thisis -- tothe -- to the people who are
I n charge of designing this -- this |ight
rail system there are sone decisions to
be made.

| do support the regional rail --
light rail transit. | don't prefer the
way it's evolved, but | think that's
sonething that will cone eventual |y, but
right now that's not an issue.

I'"'m al so a nenber of the
Cty-County Planning Conm ssion, and I'm
not speaking for that conm ssion. | want
to make that plain. [|'m speaking for
nysel f personal ly.

Bei ng a nmenber of the comm ssion,
| have had access to | ong-range plans for
Dur ham and t he downtown area, the Central
Park area, the changes in traffic pattern
downtown, and | think this light rail is
going to affect that. So it needs to be

in -- in part -- part of our plans, but if
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this -- if this LRT is built, and | hope
it is, I"'mspeaking mainly in favor of the
new stop at -- the Center Cty stop. |

think this would be a good crossroads
bet ween the east-west rail and north-south
traffic, and I -- and that's -- | would
like to see RTP included at sone point and
the airport, and I think that will cone,
but this is a good first step in getting
what we need to connect us all
regionally. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR. BRI AN RUSSELL: H . M nane
is Brian Russell, and | live

Dur ham here in

downtown, and | fully support the
Dur ham Orange Light Rail plan as it exits
now. And there are a |lot of reasons why |
think it's a good idea, but | just want to
mention one.

My son, who's six years old, when
he's ol d enough to drive, about the tine
this rail will be built, I would Iike to

encourage himto drive less. And | hope a
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| ot of us think nore about decades and
centuries into the future when congestion
and ot her challenges that we have in this
community, what will they think? WII
they want to stay in a community that has
a poor public transportation systemthat
Is as far behind as we are? Because | et
me tell you, | think this community wl
be a ot bigger in 10 years, in 20 years,
and 40 years, and we should think about
people that will be living then and how
this woul d benefit them and why they'd
want to be here. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR GAREY COOKE: | may not -- |
may not need this. |If | need it, let ne
know.

MR. JOYNER  Sir, you wll.

MR. GAREY COCKE: Ckay.

My main reason for being here --
My nane is Garey Cooke. | was born in

1951 in the old Watts Hospital, so | have
nmy roots in Durham Went to Durham Hi gh
School. Graduated in 1969. | went to
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Canmpbel | Coll ege, which is now Canpbel |
University. Gaduated fromthere. | got
nmy master's at Duke in 1974 -- no, | think
it was ' 75 because | did it at night
school .

| did it at night school because
it only cost alittle bit. | think it
cost ne $2,000. W need to revert back to

| ooki ng at how nuch things cost. Wth ne

having a master's in accounting, | have
several CPAs. | have a long |ist of
properties that | wll be selling due to

return on investnent.

When | no |l onger get a return on
I nvestnent, | -- | -- passed 65, | wll
slowly divest. Now, what does that nean?
| give opportunities to young peopl e that
want to | earn how to invest in real
estate. | wll owner finance. | wll do
things to return Durhamto a great city.

Now, putting in this type of rail
doesn't nean Durhamis going to be a great
city. It just neans that we're going to

change the traffic alittle. M
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alternative for this would be to have sone
type of rail systemstarting fromthe Ad
Sout h Square running right into Franklin
Street and see how that works. Try that
and let's see how it works.

We know what it's like to run from
south -- the Southpoint Mall and try to
get to Franklin Street. W know that's
bad. Well, let's first put a nonorail
| i ke they have in Las Vegas. You ever
been to Las Vegas? They got that. Let's
try that and run the nunbers on that. Gas
Is pretty cheap. Gas being cheap, you're
going to get nore cars on the road. Now,
that's going to nake traffic worse.

Now, we do need sonething. Let's
try sonething at a lower cost. You put
t he nonorail up, you don't have railroad
tracks wwth runoff. You can even put this
system over --

MR. JOYNER Sir, your tinme is up.

MR GAREY COOKE: Ckay. |I'm
sorry. M reason -- I'mgoing to --

they're going to take ny building. That's
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job | oss.

MR. JOYNER: Thank you.

MR JIMDOUGHTY: H . M nane is
Ji m Doughty. | live at
in Durham And | call upon the Federal
Trades Adm nistration to reject the Draft
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent. | nove
for federal authorities to renew
consideration of a bus rapid transit or
BRT system i nst ead.

In ny opinion, the 2012
alternatives analysis report as a part of
the foundation of the DEIS was flawed in
its rejection of BRT. The AA states the
BRT was elimnated due to | ower ridership
and | ower potential to attract and shape
new devel opnent in the region. But the AA
report itself, BRT could connect 4, 300
nore than light rail. And a study from
the Orange County of California
Transportation Authority shows devel opnent
along light rail corridors are spurred by
tax incentives, not by light rail.

Meanwhi l e, the price cost estinmate
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of the BRT is $20 million per nile cheaper
than the | owest cost estimate for |ight
rail. And changes in travel tines in the
BRT woul dn't be any faster. | contend
that the failure to take into
consideration the potential of BRT is a
fatal flawin this DElIS.

When we ask the FDA to reject the
DEI'S, what we're really saying is,
adm ni stratively, please stop this
project. Wiy is that inportant? Because
this may be our last chance. They told us
to petition our elected officials. CQur
el ected officials told us they're trusting
t he professionals.

The state legislature's funding
cap may | ook |i ke another
(unintelligible). Let's |ook at what we
can't undo. What we can't undo is the
acceptance of the DEIS that should not be
accepted. Sonme supporters of the rail
pl an says our regi on needs nodern, updated
transit. Well, yes, it does. The people

who oppose light rail also agree. Wat we

Page 63

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




© 00 N o o ~A w N P

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

want is the right transit. You nay as
well try to sell nme an ol d bl ack-and-white
Philco by telling ne how nuch | really
need a hone entertai nnment system

BRT systemis flexible. The rails
that are pinned to the ground are not.
Wake County is going wth BRT. Chapel
H Il believes BRT will pay for itself. W
get only one try. W should get this one
right, too. Thank you.

M5. ROSEMARY VENZEL: |'m Rosemary
Wenzel , Chapel
Hi ||, Durham County.

"' mvice president of the QGaks |11
Homeowners' Association. Qur HOA is
against the light rail project. It is
expensive, old technology. It is not
fl exi ble and not useful.

It wll cause terrible traffic
jams. It will not |ink RDU Wke County,
or RTP. There are many exanpl es of unused
buses in Chapel H |l and Durham An
exanple, there are -- only five students

per bus are on the Roberts Bus Program
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Buses go enpty all over Durham and
Chapel Hill. It is way too expensi Ve,
especially in relationship to the nunber
of riders. How can you say 40 percent of
famlies are not going to have cars in 10
to 20 years? How can that be true when
car ownership is -- is constantly
I ncreasi ng and gasoline prices have cone
down?

Wiy not review, |ike Wake County
did, an independent organization before
proceedi ng? That's what Wake County did,
and they decided not to go ahead with the

light rail.

M5. PAMELA RANSOLOFT: |'m Panel a
Ransol oft. | live at
i n Chapel HIl, North Carolina. | oppose

the light rail systemfor these reasons:
It is not fiscally responsible with al nost
$2 billion for a route that doesn't cover
the RDU, RTP, and Wake County. At this
poi nt, the Robertson Schol ar Bus between
UNC and Duke has an average of five

people. It is unnecessary.
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People will not ride this because
It takes too long. The proposed pl ans
will take too long. Most parents drop off
their children to school. Many parents
drop off their children on their way to
school. So the tinme to drive, park, wait
for the train is going to take nuch | onger
than it takes to drive.

The road congestion is going to be
I ncreased, and vul nerabl e groups |ike The
Cedars, the schools, sone of the schools,
for exanple, Creekside, will have del ays,
and we have too small a population to
support this light rail system

Charlotte has less rider -- has
| ess riders than our proposed 23, 000.

They only have 16,000 riders, and it's a
much -- and that's high. 1I1t's a high
estimation, and they have a nuch bi gger
city, as we all know.

Ctizens have been m sl ed about
the cost, the ridership, the |ocations,
and the goals. Thank you.

MR MCHAEL WHITE: M nane is
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) ) Page 67
M chael Wit e. | live on

Chapel Hill, near the Mason Farm
Road proposed st op.

I"d like to point out a few things
that haven't really been discussed. One
Is that the main reason why Wake County
has not approved the systemis because RDU
woul d not get on board, and RDU woul d not
get on board because they don't want to
| ose their parking revenue.

Second -- and | just want to say
for myself that | honestly don't know
whether |I'mfor or against this yet.

| Tive in Chapel HII. | like to
go to Franklin Street, and | think we all
can agree that people who go drinking in
bars are the people you don't want on the
road. The light rail system doesn't serve
them That's a problem

And, finally, | wanted to say that
the reason that this transit proposal
| ooks the way it does is because that is
the criteria that the federal governnent

has given them and that is -- that is how
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they're nost likely to get funding. So if
you have a problemw th the way it | ooks,
then you have to take it up wth the FTA
as well because they're using that
criteria.

And | think if any community can
appreci ate doing a proposal specifically
to receive grant noney, it would be the
Research Triangle. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. Next

speaker.

M5. CHERI HARDVMAN:  Hi. |'m Cheri
Hardman. | |ive at I n
Chapel Hill. | amalso president of the
CGaks |1l Honmeowners' Association, and |
represent nyself and the Caks |1l Board,

whi ch al so opposes the light rail solution
as it's proposed.

| oppose the light rail because it
is just not cost effective. It's $126
mllion per mle, if we use the figures
fromCharlotte. So our actual costs are
going to be nore like 2 billion or even

exceedi ng that, possibly even 2.3, 2.4
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1 billion. And then you have the cost of

2 owner ship of alnost 10 percent a year for
3 a very few nunber of riders.

4 | nmean, a nunber of people have
5 menti oned the bus usage already in Chapel
6 H Il and Durham [t's very limted.

7 | f you look at the routes that

8 this particular light rail is taking,

9 they're also not the areas where people

10 have the nost traffic, RDU, RTP, Wke

11 County. None of those areas are going to
12 be included in this light rail. So why
13 are we spending alnost $2 billion on

14 sonet hi ng that nobody hardly is going to
15 use?

16 Then it's old technology. |f you
17 Googl e replacing light rail, cities |ike
18 Portland, Oregon, are already trying to
19 figure out howto get rid of it because
20 It's just not flexible. Once it's there,
21 you can't change it, and they're finding
22 there's newer technol ogies that are nuch
23 nmore flexible.

24 It's slowand it's going to take a
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| ot | onger for anybody transporting
t henmsel ves fromone part of Chapel Hill to
Durham People just aren't going to do
it. It's not safe.

Al so Google light rail accidents.
There's a ot of accidents, particularly
in places |like Farrington Road where
you' re | ooking at just stopping the
traffic with a flat road. That is going
to be very dangerous, especially around
pl aces |i ke Creekside School, which our
youngest are going to be right in the
mddle of a 17-acre large facility that's
I n charge of repair.

So, again, funding is -- | do not
support it.

MR. JOYNER  Before the next
speaker gets started, anyone with a
speaker card with the nunber 5, if you
woul d, pl ease, cone over and |ine up next
to Jeffrey, and he wll make sure that you
are in the correct order.

And we'll wait just a nonent until

everybody has a chance to sit down before
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our next speaker.

Wile we're waiting, for those who
have joined us recently, I'll just run
t hrough sone of the rules that we' ve been
tal king about in the hearing and sort of
the way that it's proceedi ng.

The hearing wll run until --
well, folks will have an opportunity to
signin to speak up until 7 o'clock.
Anyone that's signed up prior to 7 o' clock
to speak will be allowed to speak, and
we'll stay here as |ong as necessary to
al | ow everybody who has signed up by 7
o' clock to speak. So that's part of it.

"Il direct you to the ground
rules that we have posted above. | won't
go through those, again, but | want to
make sure that those -- that everybody's
follow ng those. So far everybody's been
really great, and | really do appreciate
that, given that everybody's been giving
t he speakers that opportunity to be heard.

As the speakers cone up -- again,

Il wll -- 1"l go through that real quick.
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As you cone up as a speaker, if you would
hand your card to Robert, the blue card to
Robert, and then state your nane and
address for the record.

After you' ve done that, we wll
start the tinmer. You wll have two
m nutes to speak. There is a tinmer that
you can see fromthe podium and it wll
count down your two m nutes and then beep
at the end. W'Ill ask you to wap up at
t hat point.

So is everyone set up? Next
speaker, please.

M5. MARY JANE FERRIS: M nane's
Mary Jane Ferris. | live at

i n Durham North Carolina

27707.

| do not support the light rail
system | substitute teach in Durham
Chapel HIl, and Carrboro. The rail
systemw || affect Creekside Elenentary
and other schools. It wll cause a
terrible safety concern from del ayed

ener gency services to excessive traffic
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and a large commercial enterprise within a
few feet of a school that serves our
youngest citizens.

17 acres of trucks, repairnen, and
rail workers, how can this be safe?

MR. ANDY SLAUGHTER: My nane is
Andy Sl aughter, and I live at

And I'mjust here to speak quickly
about ny support for the light rail
system as denonstrated. Miinly just
because | think that w thout a dedi cated
transit corridor that the light rail wll
provide, we're basically investing in nore
sprawl and we're basically investing in
nore congesti on as our region grows over
the next few decades, which it inevitably
wll. So thank you, and | -- again, |
support light rail and let's not be Wake
County.

MR TOM CLARK:  |I'm Tom O ark. |
live at in
Dur ham County.

|"ve lived in Durham and O ange
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all of ny 68 years, so |'ve had a | ot of
opportunities to step back and watch what
goes on in the communities around here.

| heard a comment earlier about
the growth in the Triangle and that that
was one of the reasons we need this |ight
rail. Well, | disagree with that. Yes,
the Triangle is grow ng by |eaps and
bounds, but it's not in Durham and O ange
County. It's in Wake County. Wake County
Is not in the scope of what we're trying
to acconplish here.

We do have a transportation
problem but we're trying to solve it wth
the wong solution. One of ny coll eagues
at Duke had a great saying, you don't need
a cannon to kill a rat, and | think that's
what we're trying to do now.

It's a very expensive, inflexible
approach to a problemthat we do have. |
| i ke sonmet hing that Wake County's tal king
about wi th dedicated bus routes, not buses
on the regular streets, because they are

subject to whatever's going on with the
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traffic. You have a weck, you can't stay
on schedul e.

| think we need to do sonething
Wi th a nmuch nore sophisticated bus -- bus
system that has dedicated |lanes it can be
In so that it can stay on schedul e and
provi de service to our citizens.

| think this light rail has got
sone very attractive destination points,
yes, Chapel Hill, UNC, and downtown here
and over at Duke, et cetera, but how are
you going to get the people into the
systemto use it? People are not going to
drive their cars sonewhere and park and
get on a train to go sonewhere when they
can get there quicker without that, or
certainly people that don't have the
means, they're not going to hire a taxi to
take themto a train stop sonewhere to get
on the train to get frompoint Ato point
B.

It's not in our mndset to work
that way here. W don't have the

popul ati on density to support that way of
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novi ng around. W're not Portl and,
Oregon, or Norfolk or sone of these other

pl aces that have those densities, and |

really don't think we w |l because,
truthfully, | don't want us to have that
kind of density. | like the fact that

we' re not overpopul ated around here.
Thank you.

M5. LORISA SEIBEL: Hello. M
nane is Lorisa Seibel. | live at

Durham North Carolina 27705.

And |I'ma nmenber of the Durham People's
Al l'iance and al so of Durham CAN, two | ocal
groups that supported the referendum for
funding the light rail and inprovenents to
our bus system

We are in support of inproving
transit for all residents of Durham and
we're also in support of making sure that
that transit is accessible and that
housing is affordable around each transit
station so that everyone in Durham no
matter what their income, can benefit from

transit inprovenents to be able to get to
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work, to school, to the doctors, and other
pl aces.

As we nove forward with the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent and ot her
plans for the transit system we ask that
GoTri angl e i ncl ude econom ¢ i npact and
racial equity in the Environnental | npact
Statenent for the Light Rail Transit
Proj ect.

We expect the EIS to contain a
substantive and thorough analysis of the
econom ¢ i npact and racial equity on all
residents, particularly residents who live
near the stations.

The EI'S shoul d address econom c
I npact and racial equity such as
gentrification and di spl acenent that nmay
af fect | ocal residents, snmall businesses,
af f ordabl e housi ng, and transportation
costs. And this is the wording of a
petition that was signed by 115 People's
Al l i ance supporters. | want to read a
coupl e of the comments.

There's one that's about
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sustainability of this and the -- that we

want in all of your plans to | ook at

vul nerabl e communities to guarantee the
overall success of this project. Let's do
It right in Durham

Anot her person says she |ives near
a proposed station and wants to nake sure
there's affordable housing for all current
residents to keep the unique m x of our
nei ghborhood conmmunity. And I will submt
the petition with the 115 signatures.

MR. JOYNER: Thank you. You can
hand that to...

MR WB GULLEY: H . Good
afternoon. My nane is Wb Gulley. | live
at Dur ham North
Carolina. And |'m speaki ng today
representing CAN, the Congregations
Associ ati ons & Nei ghborhoods, a city-w de
organi zation here in Durham It's a
non-profit. It's nade up of approxi mately
15, 000 househol ds i n Dur ham

And CAN has gone on record solidly
I n support of the Durham Orange |ight rail
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system very happy to see the progress
it's been making and | ook forward to
seeing it built.

CAN also wll be submtting for
the record |ater today a petition with
over 310 signatures of Durhamresidents in
support of this project.

| only have a few other comments
to share. One is that | understand these
projects having different views. [|f you
| ook around the country, you don't escape
that. There's always sone discussion and
argunment wi thin comunities about buil ding
these. There always has been.

| am-- As | sit here and |isten,
" mvery di sappointed to hear the poor
i nformation that's out there and the
things that are just wong that people
have been sonehow | ed into believing about
this. And it's too bad, and | can't
correct all that this afternoon,
particularly in two mnutes. But | am
aware of the very careful study that's

been done by the GoTriangle staff and am
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very appreciative of that hard work for

years that's gone into this.

Know that this route's going to
take the nost heavily travel ed corridors
I n Durham and Orange County and provi de an
answer to being in congestion all the
time.

| understand that BRT -- if you
know anyt hi ng about BRT, running BRTs is
as expensive as light rail to build and
nore expensive to operate. That's just
the facts. That's not an opinion.

But | do know this also, that
Dur ham County voted for this wth
60- percent majority and Orange County did,
too, in the |ast couple of years, and |
want to assure all of those who are
working on this that a strong majority of

fol ks in Durham County and Orange County

still support this. Thank you all so
much.

MR. DAN HUDGA NS: |'m Dan Hudgi ns,
and | live at here in

Dur ham |"ve lived in Durham for 38
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1 years. |I'ma social worker by profession,
2 and |'ve spent nost of ny career in public
3 soci al services and nost recently on the
4 faculty of the School of Social Wrk at
5 UNC where | taught courses in public
6 pol i cy.

7 For 27 years, | was the director
8 of the Durham County Departnent of Soci al
9 Services where we struggled to assi st

10 | ow-i ncome Durhamfamlies neeting their

11 basi c needs. W worked to help them

12 access education and training for job

13 opportunities that would provide a basic

14 living for themand their famlies.

15 For the vast nmajority of the

16 t housands of famlies we served,

17 transportation was a nmajor barrier to

18 access | obs, education, and nedi cal

19 appoi nt nent s.

20 |'"ve studied the Draft

21 Environnental | npact Statenent and am

22 testifying here today in full support of

23 the project. The environnmental justice

24 section of the inpact statenent is clear
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about the concentration of |owincone
residents that will be served.

While there's been criticism of
the tinmne it will take for
transit-dependent persons to get from
Al st on Avenue to UNC Hospital, it's nuch
qui cker on the light rail than it would be
on buses because of connections, traffic,
and wait tines. That's just the fact.

On the other part -- One other
part of the planning that excites ne is
what our county comm ssion and city
council here in Durham have done to
establish a goal of 15 percent of
af f ordabl e housing within distances of the
light rail stops.

The comm tnent tells us what our
| ocal elected officials are doing to
support environnental justice and w ||
help to assure those who are nost in need
wi || have access to the critical
resources. |'malso recomrendi ng that
GoTri angl e adopt the sane goal for the

light rail transit.
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And | want to thank you for having
the opportunity to speak today, and | al so
want to | et you know |' m speaki ng on
behal f of Durham People's Alliance's
Af f ordabl e Housing Commttee and its
700- pl us nenbers.

I'"d also like to enter into the
record today a letter from another
organi zation I"'minvolved wth, the
Coalition for Affordable Housing & Transit
that's also in support and lists all the
organi zations that are a part of the
coalition. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  You can hand that to
Jeffrey. Before our next speaker gets
started, if | can call up the fol ks that
have nunber 6 on their speaker card. And
I f you would, if you have nunber 6 on your
speaker card, if you would line up here.
Jeffrey will nmake sure everybody's in
or der.

And, again, for those who have
recently joined us, as the speakers cone

up, please hand your speaker card to
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Robert there and state your nane and
address for the record. At that point,
your two-mnute tine will begin. There is
a timer at the podiumthat you can see as
your time counts down, and it wll nake a
tone at the end of that tine period.

So if our speakers are settled,
you may proceed.

MR. MONTE BROWN: Hello. M nane
is Monte Brown, and | live at

in Chapel Hll, North
Carolina, and the train does not affect
me. Therefore, | have no conflict of
interest, but | felt obligated to cone
gi ve ny opi ni on.

' m speaki ng today as a private
citizen, and | do not represent any group,
so | have no conflict, but I'mextrenely
know edgeabl e about the Erw n Road
corridor, including detailed know edge of
the traffic, enployee commute patterns,
and even the exact |ocation of every
building. | also benefit fromthe

know edge of a spouse who's dependent on a
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bus system as she cannot drive.

So | support public
transportation, just not this one. | work
in Durham and live in Chapel HII.
Supposedly | would be the target of the
ridership of the light rail, but, in fact,
| would never use it.

| cone here today to say the
enperor has no clothes. The only ones
likely to benefit fromthe current plan
are the few devel opers who own | and al ong
this circuitous route which nmakes no sense
and the consultants who are getting paid
to design the plan that does not work.
Were is the i ndependent anal ysis?

We have totally | ost sight of what
we're trying to achieve, but it is
politically incorrect to question the plan
because we're seen as NIMBY, | don't live
i n their back yard; against the
environnent; or an elitist.

Wen | nmet with the consultants
personally, they said the goal was to get

enpl oyees to work. Wen | pointed out
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there was no park-and-rides, they then
changed the goal to say it was to get the
patients to Duke and UNC. Wat is the
goal ?

We shoul d not be tal king about
routes 2A, 2B, 2Cl. W should step back
and say, what do we need to do to better
connect our community and what's the best
met hod? Don't think that we've gone too

far down a road to turn now.

There is no clear objective. This

won't increase enploynent. There -- If
you're trying to connect Duke and UNC
there is the Robertson Shuttle and Bul
City Connector, but they're not connected
and there's no park-and-ride. W can fix
t hat .

This thing does not connect to
Carolina North, the new RTP density pl an;
the airport; and the downtown Ral ei gh,
where the highest density is planned in
Chapel Hill.

If we want to help the

environnent, we'd be better using our
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dollars to shut the coal plant at UNC and
convert it to natural gas. Yet we nove
down this project as if we have blinders
on and no stopping.

So at this point we need to
realize the goal -- that we need to
realize that the goal is to justify the
light rail. There is no other goal. So
we -- But we're justifying the light rail,
so we | ook progressive rather than sinply
becom ng a progressive comrunity. The
time is to stop the light rail to nowhere.

M5. JANE WAGSTAFF: My nane is
Jane Wagstaff,

Durham North Carolina 27707. 1'm
followng this gentleman. 1|, too, have no
dog in this fight. M area is not
affected by this particular project.

Il wll say that | amthe nother of
a police acadeny candi date right now, so
"' m paying close attention to budgets. |
know what that young man is going to
make. | know what his future will | ook

like. | know the hazards and the dangers,
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and it is not a big salary.

So froma fiscal standpoint, just
| i ke the other gentleman, | wanted to be
here to voice a concern purely on econonic
I ssues is why |'ve been watching and al so
because ny dear friend lives in the
Farri ngton ROV area.

So | want you to pay close
attention to what I'mgoing to read now
because even though this project does not
affect ny area right now and it m ght not
af fect many people in here who are not
li ke directly affected by the project
right now -- | think nost of you here
are -- it could be you next tine.

So the GoTriangle website and the
DEI S public comment and nedi a sections
failed to nention the intense opposition
to the Farrington ROVF site that has
erupted since the site becane known to
residents on June 18th when a public
neeting was held to discuss the Leigh
Vil | age conpact nei ghborhood with

invitations mailed by the Durham Pl anni ng
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Depart nent.

Can it be a coincidence that the
DEI S states that the comment period on
scoping for the D-O LRT concl uded on June
18th? Did you hear that, nailed and
concl uded June 18th. It appears the
Farrington ROVF was unveiled to those
directly affected only when the GoTriangl e
knew it was too late for themto
partici pate.

And speaking of elected officials,
is it appropriate for themto serve on the
board of GoTriangle and still take part in
di scussions, nuch less to vote, on the
light rail plans? Should they not recuse
t hensel ves under a conflict of interest
policy? Thank you.

M5. JACKI E WAGSTAFF:. Good
evening. M nane's Jackie Wagstaff. |
guess that's ny sister right there.

M5. JANE WAGSTAFF: Separated at
birth,

M5. JACKIE WAGSTAFF: |'mhere in

opposition of this light rail, been in
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opposition of this light rail proposal
since the day of its conception, but I'm
going to bring a newtwi st to this.

Let's tal k about the fares. |1've
been sitting in these neetings for over a
coupl e of years either informal or fornmal,
and the one question that |'ve asked at
every neeting that has never been answered
Is, what will be the price of the ride of
this fare?

When | | ook around this room how
many people in this roomride a DATA bus
or Go Durhan? How often do you ride it?
| nmean, are you riding it now because now
we're trying to get the light rail, or do
you ride it out of a sense of necessity?
That's what we need to | ook at.

This is the price of a fare -- |
called Charlotte just before | got here
because | renenber neeting with you and
you never could answer it. So | called
Charlotte to find out what the -- and |'ve
ridden the light rail in Charlotte and it
run through all the high rent districts.
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It doesn't run in the hood. It runs in
the high rent districts. So let's be
clear where it wll be going.

Meadownont didn't want it and
several other people in Chapel H Il didn't
want it. So we knowit's not going to go
t hrough the hood, so the price of it is
going to nore than that $2 that it costs
you to get on a DATA bus or Go Durham and
ride all day |ong.

One way on the light rail in
Charlotte, $2.20, one way, versus the $1
we pay now to get on DATA bus. For a
round trip, $4.40. That's just to get
fromhere to here to Sout hpoint and then
cone back.

Now, if you ride all day where it
costs us $2 to ride all day on DATA bus or
Go Durham that will be $6.60. W know
t hat poor people ride those light rails
and those buses. For seven days -- If you
want to get a pass for seven days, that's
$22. How can we afford it? | don't see

t he popul ation even in this roomthat are
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going to be affected by that light rail.
That light rail is not going to be put
there to accommopdate the poorest of our
residents.

Qur residents struggle to find $2
to ride DATA bus every day, and they're
never in the conversation. So even though
M. Huggins said that that quick a ride
fromDurhamto Chapel H Il for poor people
to the hospital, it's going to be quicker,
it won't be cheaper, so they still won't
be getting on it.

So we have to understand the cost
that's going to be associated, that's
going to even stress our people that are
already stressed to the max. So while
we're sitting here tal king about all this
ot her stuff, we need to think about the
cost of light rail and do -- and bring
t hat survey back of other cities that have
it and what they charge for you to ride
light rail. So adamantly oppose.

M5. ANI TA FOUST: Good afternoon.
|"mAnita Keith Foust. | live in Durham

Page 92

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

|''magainst the light rail. | follow
behind all the rest of themwho are
against it, but I also cone here to speak
for a disabled nother who |ives over in
the Crest Street area which is right there
behi nd Veteran's Hospital, the Duke area.
She's al ready been danmaged by the
construction that is going on on Erwin
Road. Prosperity is going on on Erwin
Road, but where she |ives behind VA
Hospital, there's all kinds of
negati ve-type econom c probl ens going on.
She is against the light rail. |
am too. But her reason is because she
wi |l be affected. | hear everyone talking
about the pie in the sky and how they're
going to |l ook out for |owinconme people.
That's a prom se that probably won't be
kept, so let's not have the light rail
until we have sonething in witing, in
concrete, to prove the point that we've
heard and -- the rest of them say, that
they are authorities on -- and | heard

peopl e sayi ng that people have conflicts
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of interest that are com ng down here. |
don't have a dog in the fight, either. |
can't drive. | can't catch the bus.
Peopl e have to take ne where | need to go
as well as this nother who lives in the
Crest Street area, which is also called

H cks Town.

This is going to negatively affect
poor nei ghborhoods, and | don't want to
hear all of that pie in the sky w thout
sone proof. So |I'm against the |ight
rail. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER: Before our next
speaker cones up, anybody who has a nunber
7 on their speaker card, do we have any
addi ti onal speakers? Say at this point,
do we have any additional speakers? kay.
Go ahead and get started.

M5. RACHEL BERTHI AUME: H . My
name i s Rachel Berthiaune, and | live at

| just wanted to cone up
and share ny point of view

So | cane into the Triangle for

grad school opportunities and for the
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mul tiple options for enploynent in the
heal th sector that this area provides.
|"ve lived both in Ral eigh and now
currently live in Durham and during that
time, during the past seven years, |'ve
travel ed across the Triangle daily from
either Ral eigh or from Durhamto Chapel
H 1l for work and for school, and 90
percent of that travel for work and school
was on public transit, on Triangle Transit
buses.

And this opportunity woul d save ne
t housands of dollars in car use and gas
and tons of stress that | would have
ot herwi se experienced by driving in the
traffic.

So I'mtotally in support of this
light rail plan. | look forward to using
it. | would ask that nore consideration
be taken to extend the light rail into
east Durhamto ensure that these
nei ghbor hoods have access to the
opportunities. And | appreciate the

comments that were just nade about
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| nexpensive transit opportunities, and |
woul d i ke to see that happening in
tangent with the continuation of the Iight
rail pursuits. Thank you very nuch.

MR. JOYNER Is there anybody that
has signed up to speak? GCkay. |[|f not,
we're going to take a break for a few
nonents until soneone el se has an -- or
until sonme ot her speakers cone in.

Il wll quickly go through, again,
for those who joined us recently -- this
| ooks | i ke sonebody -- nma'am have you --
did you cone in to speak? You |look |ike
you have a speaker's card. You tined it
perfectly. If you would cone over here to
the front, and we'll let you speak.

Ckay. W're going to take a
five-m nute break then until we get a
coupl e nore speakers in at this point.

So, again, I'lIl talk alittle bit about
how the hearing is set up. Folks wl]l
have until 6 o'clock [sic] to sign up to
speak. And so when we don't have

speakers, we take a break for -- what'd |
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1 say? 6? | was |ooking at the tine.

Thank you. 7 o'clock. M mstake. Folks
wll have until 7 o'clock to sign up to

speak. So we'll take a brief break right

2
3
4
5 now, and when we get nore speakers in, we
6 wi |l reconvene and give them an

7 opportunity to speak.

8 ( RECESS. )

9 MR JOYNER At this time I'll go
10 ahead and reconvene so we can give our

11 ot her folks an opportunity to speak. |
12 wll quickly go through the process for
13 t hose who have recently joined us.

14 Again, we wll be allow ng fol ks
15 to sign up to speak until 7 o'clock this
16 eveni ng. So anybody who has signed up to

17 speak as of 7 o'clock, we'll stay as | ong

18 as it takes for those folks to finish up.

19 Al speakers wll have two m nutes
20 to speak. [I'Il point out the ground rules
21 that we have here. | would ask that

22 everyone pl ease continue to abi de by
23 those. Everybody's done a great job so

24 far. | want to nake sure that everyone
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has an opportunity to speak and be heard.
So as the speakers are called to conme up
to speak, if you would take your blue card
and hand it to Robert there in the blue,
and he'll make sure that the court
reporters have an opportunity to get that
card.

And then, if you would, state your
nanme and address for the record. You w ||
have two m nutes to speak at the podi um
There's a countdown tiner, and it wl|
count down. When it hits two, it'll make
alittle beeping noise and then you'l
need to wap it on up.

So, again, we have -- as
menti oned, we have court reporters that
will be taking -- providing a transcript
-- awitten transcript of your conmments.
So pl ease be sure to speak clearly and not
too fast. | know folks get a little
nervous speaking in public, but if you
woul d make sure you speak clearly so that
everybody can be heard.

And, again, for the folks out in
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t he audi ence, | appreciate everybody
giving those fol ks an opportunity to
speak. So -- yeah, | was going to say
| et's make sure those doors are cl osed
because it's a little loud in the hall.
Ckay. Wth that, we'll start.
Ma'am if you'd like to cone up and hand
your card to Robert.
M5. GAYN SILVER Al right. Good
eveni ng, everybody. | am Gwn Silver, and

' ma resident of Durhamresiding

Over the past year, |'ve attended
probably seven or nore neetings or open
forums on the Durham Orange Light Rai
Transit System For district 1, comunity
support was firmy due to the proposed
station at Al ston Avenue. | also
supported that, as well.

Many years ago up to Durham voti ng
for the sales tax to cover transit costs,
| anticipated the first rail would run
fromDurhamto RTP or Ral eigh, as el ected

officials often commented that the traffic
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on the Durham Freeway woul d only get worse
I n the com ng years.

lronically, I work for a conpany
out at RTP beginning in 1985 when M am
Boul evard was a two-way street and the
extension of the highway -- of the Durham
Freeway into Ral ei gh was everybody --
everyone's dream

Once they finished the highway, a
co-worker said, it's going to be traveling
to Raleigh as a freeway, an expressway.

Wt hin about five years, the
bunper-to-bunper traffic started to slowy
return, and today it is truly
bunper -t o- bunper.

At the first neeting | attended
when the Durham Orange |ight rail was
proposed, | asked specifically, are you
sure there i s enough space for the rail to
run along Pettigrew Street? And responses
convinced ne that that was definitely
true.

It is sorely disappointing to ne

and northeast central Durham conmmunity
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that was counting on this stop to see the
pl ans change and the stop noved to G ant
Street.

Wth so nuch controversy and
especially no affordabl e housi ng pl anned
along the light rail, | propose that we
put this project on the back burner and
that we [ ook at other alternatives,
specifically a light rail into Raleigh.
Thank you.

MR. JOYNER:. Thank you.

M5. BONNIE HAUSER: H . [|'m
Bonni e Hauser. | live at
Hi || sborough, and I -- so | don't

have a dog in this fight.

The decision before the FTA is
buil d/ no build, and many of us are saying
no build. To nme and many ot hers here
tonight, a no build decision is preferred
because the plan, the underlying commuter
projections, and the corridor |ine doesn't
make sense given the | and-use plans and
expected gromh in the area.

MIlions of people are noving to
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the Triangle, but nowhere near the

Dur ham Orange light rail line. To us, no
build allows |local |eaders to put |ight
rail on the back burner and start planning
regional transportation. Light rail by
Itself may have nade sense 20 years ago,
but now we need to focus on integrating
transportati on systens throughout the
Triangl e, not between two enpl oyers.

The hub-and-spoke bus systemt hat
operate in Durham and Chapel Hill need to
be enhanced with conveni ent point-to-point
service that connects |local comunities
with maj or enploynent centers in Wake,
RTP, and Chat ham

Si npl e service changes w | |
| mredi ately reduce rush-hour congesti on,
reduce em ssions, and inprove service for
| ow-i ncone, transit-dependent communities.
No build allows |Iocal |eaders to redirect
| ocal funds to regional transportation,
conplete streets with a bike/ped -- with
bi ke/ ped anenities and ot her

transportation i nprovenents, including
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| ast-m | e service.

Dedi cat ed byways can al so be used
for the densest corridors and over tine,

I f use warrants it, those corridors could
be converted to light rail. It's

evol utionary, but it nmakes nore sense from
an investnent risk and benefit to the
communi ty perspective.

So for us, no build neans yes to a
flexible, forward-1ooking transportation
system for Orange and Durham that can
evolve with accel erating growth throughout

the Triangle. Thank you.

MR. NORBERT M LDNER: | forgot ny
gl asses. | hope ny armis | ong enough.
So ny nane is Norbert Mldner. | live

in Chapel HIIl and living
i n the Downi ng Creek Subdi vi sion.
Happened to be that the train goes right
in front of our subdivision, which neans
it's going to be gridlocked and the
backsi de there's a body shop and al so a
parking lot. So we and sone ot her

surroundi ng communities, just gridlocked.
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However, we agree that
transportion, of course, needs an
overhaul, but, of course, not light rail
at this point.

By the tine the light rail is
going to be built, the technology is
al ready outdated. Just think about the
smart phone and howit's -- you know, how
quickly it's changed the world. Uber, a
car ride, but that's just the begi nning.
Let's look also at the Charlotte facility
because they have sone of the worst
traffic.

And the light rail has been
pl anned for many, many years, and | get
the feeling that they want to get it done
no matter what. So the light rail also
benefits just -- it's supposed to benefit
the public, but actually it just benefits
just a few For instance, according to
the DEIS, the popul ation around the
corridor is supposed to be in 2035 |ike 23
-- two thousand -- two thousand to thirty

one thousand. So the projected ridership
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will be just 1,500, which equals to al npst
5 percent. 5 percent for 1.6 billion is
quite a bit of noney.

And then the next exanple is --
all this, in ny opinion, is driven by just
pl ai n greed because -- sone of it's
buil der that would like to have this done,
by the station -- right next to it is
call ed Meadowont -- Meadow -- yeabh,
Meadownmont Station, which is right next to
the Friday Center, quickly in walking
di stance, and they would like to get it
built here, which is -- that nmakes no
sense, and, of course, there is no
parking, so they're going to park -- |
don't know where they're supposed to be
par ki ng.

And then the light rail cannot
sustain itself because it's way expensive
and then there are al so sone ot her
i nplications |like safety, railroad
crossing, and | just hope nobody | oses --
one of their spouses, children get, you

know, hit by the train. And | guess
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pretty much that's it. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER: Thank you. Sir --
actually, ma'am we need to finish getting
the folks on the aisle here, this row
here. So if you wouldn't mnd. | know
you were being polite, but | want to nmake
sure to get everybody in the row.

REV. MARK ANTHONY M DDLETON:

Absol utely. So good evening. M nane is
Mark Ant hony M ddleton. | reside at

in Durham |'mthe pastor of
a wonderful Christian Church here in
Durham and |'m al so representing Dur ham
CANs, a clergy caucus, a caucus that
represents many of the fol k who we've been
t al ki ng about.

Qur congregations are associ at ed
Wi t h nei ghbor hoods, represent many
| ow-i ncone and poor people here in our
city. Durham CAN wants to register our
support for the light rail transit system
for a nunber of reasons.

Firstly, for many of our people,

parking -- a park-and-ride situation is
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not even an i ssue because they don't have
cars, which is why we supported 15 percent
af f ordabl e housing there, light rail
transit stops, so people can walk to these
st ops.

Qur secretary of transportation,
Ant hony Fox, who served in Charlotte, made
a statenent -- and |I'm paraphrasing --
that the Gvil R ghts novenent created
opportunities, but it's transportation
t hat connects us to those opportunities.
And Dur ham CAN bel i eves that one of the
hal | marks of a great netropolis and,
I ndeed, a great nation is connectivity.

One of the things that nakes
America a super power is our ability to
get fromcoast to coast by many neans of
transportation, and we believe the growth
that's occurring in Durhamis inevitable
and that the light rail transit system
will be just a part -- a part of a
strategi c and conprehensive plan to hel p
peopl e.

The poor people who will be served
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by this light rail transit system it's
not our intention that they renmain poor.
We believe that this light rail transit
systemw || actually be a vehicle to raise
peopl e out of poverty because of
connectivity to enpl oynent opportunities.
And, again, many of themwon't have to
park a car because they don't have a car.

We believe that the growh that's
occurring in our Triangle and particularly
in Durhamis inevitable, it will continue,
and we believe that it's not a bad thing,
that it's indicative of the great
nmetropolis that we are beconming. And one
of those hall marks and signatures of a
great netropolis and nation is a transit
systemthat is nultifaceted and that
serves many people. Thank you.

M5. RACHEL SAULS: H . M nane is

Rachel Sauls. | live at
in Durham |'m 16 years old, and
I'"'ma senior at Jordan Hi gh School. | am

I n support of the light rail because |

believe that it will allow students |i ke
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nysel f to access opportunities throughout
the Triangle.

Currently, | amthe | eader of
several after-school organizations, and
one thing that |I've noticed is that a | ot
of students can't cone and be a part of
t hese groups because they have no way of
getting hone afterward because the bus is
only at 2:30 for ny school.

Additionally, internships are a
great way to | earn nore about the
community, get involved, and they al so
help with the coll ege application process
trenmendously, and that's sonething |I've
noticed especially as I"'mfilling all of
t hese things out nyself.

Right now, if a lot of the
students at ny school wanted to do an
I nternship somewhere in the Durham Chapel
H Il area, they would not be able to
si nply because of transportation.

So | think the light rail is not
only a great econom c and environnent al

opportunity, it's also a great educati onal
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opportunity, and |I'm here to represent
nysel f and ot her students who |I know woul d
benefit fromthis. Thank you.

MR. BLAIR POLLOCK: Good

afternoon. M nane's Blair Pollock. |

live at Chapel
HIll. |"ve been a Triangl e-Chapel H I
area resident since 1976, and | initially

wasn't going to speak this evening, but I
support the light rail system | won't be
an i mmedi ate beneficiary of it. |'m 64.
| hope by the tine that |'mincapabl e of
driving | will be able to ride a train to
and from Chapel H Il and Durham and
further on into Ral eigh and RTP and where
| need to go. W have to start sonewhere.
This process has been fraught. |
came here to go to the planning school in
Chapel Hi Il in 1976, and sone of ny
cohorts were witing their transportation
master's theses about a rail system
starting then. So it's been a | ong sl og.
| lived in San Franci sco when the

BART was first getting started in 1975.
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It took until 2005 to then have a line to
the airport.

|'ve been a supporter of transit
all ny life, having grown up in New York.
It -- As the speaker before ne said, it
frees up young people to not be dependent
on their parents, to not wait to have a
driver's license, to not be chained to a
car paynent. And | hope that we | ook
forward instead of backwards or sideways
and support the rail system

M5. SUSAN DUNLAP: My nane is
Susan Dunlap. | live at

| teach on the faculty at Duke
Divinity School, and I'malso a chaplin at
Urban Mnistries of Durham

Wor ki ng as a chaplin anong
honel ess peopl e and people living in
extrenme poverty has shown ne how extrenely
| nportant access to transportation is for
people who are trying to get out of
honel essness or out of poverty. People
need buses to get an ID. They need buses

to get -- or sone sort of transportation
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to get to schools, to training prograns,
to get to appointnents, and finally to get
to a job.

|''m here to support the light rail
transit project, and I'mvery glad to hear
from conversations wiwth staff that the
fares will be conparable to bus fares.
There will not be an enornous gap between
what it costs to ride a bus and what it
costs to -- toride light transit.

| waited to rise and say that
because for those of us who are conmtted
to people living in poverty being able to
| eave poverty, this light rail transit
systemw || be accessible to them and for
that reason, | wll continue in ny support
for the light rail transit system Thank
you.

MR. JOYNER |s there anybody el se
who has signed up to speak? Yes, ma'am
Before you do step up here, let nme just
make sure, for those who have recently
joined us, again, I'll point to the ground

rules. Everybody's doing a great job.
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|'"'mnot pointing this out to chastise
anyone. |I'mjust pointing it out for
anybody that's recently joined us.

Again, folks wll have a chance to
sign up to speak until 7 o'clock this
evening, and we'll stay until everyone who
has signed up prior to 7 has an
opportunity to speak. Al our speakers
wi Il have two m nutes to speak. W'l
call folks up; and as they cone to the
podi um the speakers will hand their blue
card to Robert, and then they will state
their nanme and address for the record. At
that point, the two-mnute tine limt wll
begin. There's a tinmer on the podi umthat
will let themknow sort of where they are
on the two-mnute tine limt, and it nakes
a beep or whatever at the end of that two
m nut es.

Agai n, speakers please be sure to
speak | egibly so everybody here can hear
you as well as our court reporters who
will be providing a witten transcript.

So | know fol ks get nervous when they
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speak sonetines and go a little too fast,

so please try to nmake sure you're speaking
so everybody can hear you and not going
too fast. So with that, ma'am if you'd
li ke to join us.

M5. SANDY OGBURN: My nane is
Sandy Ogburn. | live at

in Durham | amhere to speak in

support of building the light rail transit
system We have been planning a system --
a regional systemfor 25 years. Light
rail has not been a part of that for that
entire tine.

If we stop this process now and
start over again, we will be another 20
years in the planning, and we sinply don't
have that tinme. Qur region cannot sustain
itself, nor can it continue to growif we
don't do this now And | have submtted a
witten statenent, as well. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se that has signed up to speak?
kay. Well, while we are waiting, | wll

take a nonment to just go over sone of the
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-- for anybody who joined us recently and
was not able to hear the very beginning, |
wll take a quick nonent to talk a little
bit about the fact that we are seeking
comments tonight on the Draft

Envi ronnental |npact Statenment for this
project, and then there are several ways
to provide comments.

In addition to speaking tonight,
witten comments are being collected
tonight. You may send comments via enail,
postal mail, or the project website.

I[t's inportant to know that verbal
and witten comments carry the sane
weight. So if you' re unconfortable
speaking in public, please feel free to
use ot her nethods of providing input or
suppl enenti ng your input tonight since we
do have a two-mnute tinme limt.

Witten and verbal comments wl |
not receive a reply. However, responses
to substantive conmments will be provided
i n the conbi ned Final Environnental [ npact

St atenent and the Record of Decision for
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the project, which is the final plan
docunent for the project.

The comment period for this -- The
coment period for this docunent ends on
Cct ober 13, so we wll need you to provide
your comments by October 183.

So, again, are there any -- is
t here anyone that has signed up to speak,

t hat has already signed up to speak?
Ckay. |If not, then we will take a --

M5. BARBARA DI CKINSON: | have a
card.

MR. JOYNER Ckay. Yes, that's
what -- come on down.

V5. BARABARA DI CKINSON: | need --

MR. JOYNER Yes, if you would
just conme up to the podium and if you
woul d hand your blue card to that
gentleman in the blue shirt. And pl ease
state your nane and address for the record
and you can begin.

M5. BARBARA DI CKI NSON: How do you
do. M nane is Barbara Dickinson. | live

here in Durham |'ve spoken to the board

Page 116

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

on nunerous occasi ons. None were
recordable. But now that this is a forma
conplaint period, | wuld like to object
to the placenent of the Farrington

| ocation for the rail maintenance
facility.

So it's a quiet, peaceful

nei ghborhood. It's residential. [It's
nmeant to be serene. It caters to a | ot of
elderly. It caters to a |lot of children.

It's not the right place to have an
I ndustrial rail facility that runs 24
hours a day or even 18 hours a day.
Clearly there are better
| ocations. | understand fromthe senior
pl anni ng director of GoTransit that the
only reason the Cornwalis |ocation has not
been sel ected is because the Jew sh
Community Center, which is a conmerci al
busi ness, cannot expand if they do so.
Wll, it seens to ne since so nany
constituents live in our area -- and, in
fact, the Downing Creek facility would be

t hat passenger station -- we are a bigger
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presence than a community -- than a
conpany, and so we shoul d have hi gher
precedence than that.

Qutside of that, there's two
school s right nearby that will be affected
by this. Traffic is already horrendous.
Those of you that have ever traveled in
that corridor know during regular school
times and especially at norning drop off
and afternoon pickup, we can't afford to
have a rail facility traveling across
t hose roads and stopping traffic every
five m nutes.

So besides that, it's awldlife
preserve area. There's many types of
wldlife. Those of you that live there
have seen it. You know how beautiful it
Is. It'd be awful to have the toxic
runoff that's going to occur. And
what ever they put in these GoTransit
packets to make you think otherw se,
you' re fooling yourself.

So | also have a question with the

ethics, that the mayor is the head of the
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GoTransit pushing for this project, and
the ethics of having an internal

envi ronnent al i npact report as opposed to
an external facility evaluated fairly. So
t hank you very nuch.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se who has a blue card that
signed up to speak? Yes, sir. Yeah,
you're up next, if you're ready.

MR. JOE M LAZZO Al right. Gve
me about one m nute.

MR. JOYNER: Ckay. That sounds
good. Wiile he's -- Wiile he's going,

["1'l run through sone of the information
that | was tal king about earlier.

Again, 1'll point to the ground
rul es and thank everybody for foll ow ng
those. | appreciate that.

And, again, thisis -- we're
seeki ng comments on the Draft
Environnental | npact Statenent for the
Dur ham Orange Light Rail Transit Project
this evening. W are -- W will providing

a witten transcript of all the verbal
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comrents for the record this evening.

There are several ways to provide
I nput for the project. |In addition to
speaki ng tonight at the hearing, witten
comments are being collected tonight or
you may send comments via email, postal
mail, or via the project website.

Again, verbal and witten comments
bear the sanme weight, so if you're
unconfortabl e speaking in public, please
feel free to use the other nethods of
providing input or if you need to nmake
nore comments than the two-mnute tine
limt wll allow that's another good
opportunity for you to provide those
conment s.

Witten and verbal coments wl |
not receive a reply, but the responses to
substantive coments will be provided in a
conbi ned Fi nal Environnental [ npact
St atenent and Record of Decision for the
project. The comrent period for this
docunent wll end on October 13th, so

pl ease get your comments in by the 13th.
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Al right.

And are you -- sir, are you ready?

MR JOE M LAZZO.  Sure.

MR. JOYNER  Ckay. If you'd Ilike
to, please cone on up to the podi um and
hand your blue --

MR JCE M LAZZO  Sure.

MR. JOYNER -- sheet to Robert
there in the blue. And please state your
nane and address for the record. You'l
have two m nutes to speak. There is a
timer there that you can see.

MR. JOE M LAZZO  Ckay.

MR. JOYNER  And begi n whenever
you' re ready.

MR, JOE M LAZZO  That sounds
great. H . Good day. M nane's Joe
Ml azzo. |'mthe executive director of
Regi onal Transportation Alliance Business
Leadership Goup. | want to speak about
supporting regional approach, and, of
course, optim zing the Durham Chapel Hil
light rail transit corridor.

W're a business coalition. W've

Page 121

Legal Media Experts
800-446-1387




adequately get all of your comments outn-and-answer session. Please help maintai
HEARINGS., TWO on 10/01/2015

1

© 00 N O o~ w DN

N NN NN R P R R R R R R R R
N W N P O © 0 N O 00 N~ W N B O

consistently supported mass transit across
the market. Qur past and ongoi ng support
has i ncl uded the bus-on-shoul der system
the referendumin Durham and O ange
Counties, a BRT-based approach in Wake
County, and the ongoi ng Wake Transit
initiative along with | eadership tools and
SO on.

Qur position on the Wake Transit
plan, it has strong regi onal connections
serving as both now and as we grow in
| everagi ng fundi ng support fromall |evels
of governnent.

Qur organi zation is endorsing dual
use of portions of the proposed |ight rail
corridor by BRT to ensure and accel erate
strong regional conductivity and/or to
enhance operational efficiency. Sections
wi th dual use would operate as a transit
way simlar to proposed dual -use gui deway
segnent east of Durham stati on.

These are in place, including
Seattle and Pittsburgh. One exanple would

be they enable buses to use all or
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portions of the proposed light rail
corridor between the UNC Hospital station
and the Leigh Village station area and

| -40 and NC-54. O her exanples could be

I n sout hwest Durham near Little Creek and
downt own Durham to provi de extended access
to NC Central and Durham Tech and, of
course, to points east.

So our expected benefits, optimze
use of the proposed corridor, increase
transit ridership along the guideway via
interline, higher transit frequency, to
m ni m ze patron del ays, and then regional
connections and reduce transfers allow ng
nore travel past to use the corridor and
| everage existing and future road
I nfrastructure and nmay enhance econonic
devel opment. Thank you very nuch.

That' Il do it.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you.

MR. JOE M LAZZO  Ckay.

MR. JOYNER |Is there anyone el se
that has a speaker card and is ready to

speak? Anyone el se?
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kay. Well, we will take a brief
break until someone el se has signed up to
speak. Again, until -- folks wll have
until 7 o' clock to sign up to speak, and
we W |l reconvene as we get additional
speakers this evening. So we'll take a
qui ck break. Thank you.

( RECESS. )

MR. JOYNER If everyone would
pl ease take your seat and end your
conversations or if you need to continue
conversations, feel free to step on out in
the hall, but we'll need everybody's
attention at this point, and | w |
reconvene the hearing.

Again, | will ask everybody to
adhere to the ground rules that are shown
here, and thank you all for continuing to
do so.

For our speaker, again, | wll ask
you to state your nane and address for the
record, and following that we will start
the two-minute tine. You'll have a

two-mnute tine limt. There's a tiner
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right there that'll show you what your
time limt is, and at the end of the two
mnutes, it also has a little buzzer, as
wel | .

Pl ease be sure to speak so that
everybody can hear you, particularly our
court reporters because they wll be
providing a witten transcript of your
comments, and these comments will be on
the record for the Draft Environnent al
| npact Statenent for the Durham O ange
Li ght Rail Transit Project.

So with that...

MR. PHI LLIP: Sure. Good evening.
My nanme if Phillip Vereen. | live at

I n Dur ham
27717. | just want to speak out in
support of the project.

Durhamis ny honetown. |[|'ve been
back in Durham now for the |ast three
years, so obviously seeing all the
devel opnent and rebirth of downtown and
all the different things that have

happened in the conmmunity since | was gone
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for ten years, it's exciting.

One of the comunities |'ve |ived
at inthe last five -- ten years while |
was gone was Charlotte, and |'ve seen what
t hey' ve done al ong South Boul evard as wel |
as what they're doing in the northern part
of the city, not just with density but
al so just attracting econom c devel opnent
and devel opnent for students and
cohesi veness between the universities and
t he hospitals.

| think that this project wll
definitely be of benefit to this area. |
was stuck on the Durham Freeway this
eveni ng com ng here, and as | was stuck
between Swi ft and Chapel Hll, | saw a
train com ng through and thought it nust
be a great idea to be on the train versus
stuck on the Durham Freeway.

So that being said, | applaud the
| eadership for investing and | ooking at
this type of technology. | think Iight
rail's a good thing for this community. |

think we are rapidly devel opi ng the
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density to support this kind of

devel opnent, and | think it's a good
thing. So keep noving forward, and |
support it. Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se that has a blue coment card
and is ready to speak? Gkay. Check --
She's going to check and just nmake sure
before we pause, see if anybody el se has
had an opportunity to speak.

Agai n, tonight we are seeking
coments on the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent for the project. There's
several ways to provide input on the
project in addition to speaking at this
hearing. Witten comments are being
collected tonight. You may send comments
via email, postal mail, and project
website. Verbal and witten coments
carry the sane weight, so feel free to use
ot her nmethods of providing input, if you'd
li ke.

Sounds |i ke we don't have anybody

el se to speak just yet. Again, we wll be
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allowng folks to sign up to speak up to 7
o' clock this evening, so we'll be here at
| east until 7 to see if anybody el se woul d
| i ke to speak for the record about this
project. So until that tinme, we're going
to take anot her break.

( RECESS. )

MR. JOYNER  Ckay. W' ve got a
coupl e nore speakers that have arrived, so
I f everyone woul d pl ease take their seats.
And | will, again, point out the public
hearing ground rules. | thank everybody
that's been here for continuing to adhere
to those ground rul es.

For our speakers, | will say we
are seeking comments tonight on the Draft
Envi ronnental |npact Statenment for this
project, for the Durham Orange Light Rai
Transit Project.

There are several ways to provide
| nput on the project. In addition to
speaking tonight in this hearing, witten
coments are being collected tonight. You

may send comments in via email, postal
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mai |, and the project websites. Verbal
and witten coments carry the sane

wei ght, so please feel free to use other
nmet hods of providing input, if you'd |like.

Witten and verbal coments wl |
not receive a reply. However, responses
to substantive comments will be provided
i n the conbi ned Final Environnmental | npact
Statenent and Record of Decision. And the
comment period for this draft EI'S ends on
Oct ober 13.

So for those folks wishing to
speak tonight, anyone that has signed up
prior to 7 o' clock will have an
opportunity to speak, and we'll stay here
unti|l everyone that signed up prior to 7
has that opportunity to speak.

Il wll bring folks up. [If you
haven't al ready, nmake sure -- when you
cone up to speak, nmake sure to hand the
bl ue card that you have to Robert, and
he'l | nmake sure that our court reporters
get -- get those.

Bef ore you speak, please state
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your name and address for the record, and
then you will have two mnutes to speak.
There is a tiner at the podium so that'l]|
gi ve you an idea of where you are
timewi se. And at the end of two m nutes,
alittle buzzer wwll go off.

Pl ease be sure to speak clearly
into the m crophone so that our court
reporters will have an opportunity -- they
will be providing a witten transcript so
t hat your commrents can be part of the
public record on this project.

So with that, sir, if you would
| i ke to go ahead and cone up to the podi um
and state your nanme and address.

MR. DIM TRI TREMBATH. Good
eveni ng. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak tonight. M nane is Dr. Dmtri
Trenbath. |'m an associate professor in
t he departnent of pathology and | ab
medi cine at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hi Il and a resident of
Dur ham and the opi ni ons expressed tonight

are obviously nmy owmm. They do not
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represent those of UNC.

| am speaki ng toni ght against
light rail and advocate a no build option
with any and all funds raised froml ocal,
state, and federal sources used to inprove
current transit options, explore and
devel op bus rapid transit, and encourage
an i ndependent review of the transit needs
of Durham and Orange County.

The case against |light rail can be
made both against light rail in general
and even nore so agai nst proposed
Dur ham Orange light rail plan put forth by
GoTri angl e.

Li ght rail does not inprove
congestion, as one can see fromthe
practical results in Charlotte, recently
determ ned to be the nost congested city
in North Carolina, and nore gl obally by
| ooking at cities that have nmade nass
transit a priority, such as Vancouver,
whi ch, despite extensive investnent in
mass transit, has been determ ned to be

the nost congested city in North Anerica.
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This is due, in part, to what sone
aut hors have called the principle triple
conversi on, when you relieve comng --
fromrenoving sone riders fromthe road is
qui ckly negated by other riders taking
their place.

Wth the general transit tine to
work in the US being approxi mately 20
m nutes, light rail being at best half as
fast as autonobiles, cannot literally keep
up.

Light rail is also, according to
data from Qur Transit Future's own
website, one of, if not the nost
expensive, forns of public transportation
wth a capital cost of 8 mllion per mle
conpared to 1 mllion per mle for
conventional bus transport.

Wth a recovery of 20 percent or
|l ess, light rail places an increasing
burden on the taxpayer to fund both trips
on light rail and the nmai ntenance of [|ight
rail. The estimates for the Durham O ange

Light Rail Plan say this will be, at
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mnimm a $12.8 mllion additional tax on
t axpayers annual | y.

G ven the increasing cost of the
Dur ham Orange Light Rail Plan, now 1.8
mllion, the decrease in prom sed travel
times, 42 to 44 mnutes, the safety issues
created by at-grade crossings and the
ot her disruption of the Farrington Road
corridor and the hones of people who |ive
there by the proposed rail maintenance
facility, | propose that the Durham Orange
Li ght Rail Plan be shelved and an
| ndependent review, w thout the
I nvol venment of GoTriangle, the Durham Gty
Counci |, and Chapel H Il Town Council, be
performed to determ ne the best options
for the Durham Orange County corridor.
Thank you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. And |
know everybody gets a little nervous
soneti nes speaking, but -- quickly, but we
do need to make sure our court reporters
have an opportunity to hear all the words

so that we can get everything captured.
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Thank you.
MR. CONNOR DRAKE: My nane is

Connor Drake. 1've lived in Chapel Hil
and Durhamall ny life. | comute via
bi cycl e and DATA buses. 1've al so

commuted with the Triangle Transit buses
from Chapel H Il to Raleigh on the CRX
This issue's close to ny heart,
and |'mhere to voice ny support for the
proposed light rail project. | currently
reside at 510 North Buchanan Boul evard.
And | just jotted down sonme notes quickly,
but | believe Chapel H Il and Durhamis at
a crossroads. You know, our population's
grow ng rapidly, and, you know, we can
find all types of reasons not to do
anyt hing, you know. For alnost as |ong as
|'ve been alive, | think we've tal ked
about the idea of having light rail, and
it's, you know, maybe not in the fornmal
project form but it's always been shel ved
or there's been another environnental
| npact assessnent and it's -- and | think

we can find all types of reasons not to
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nove forward. |'ve heard noi se.

But | think this is an amazing
opportunity, and | think it's an anmazi ng
opportunity to devel op sustainably during
what | see as a crossroads fromthe
devel opnent of the area.

| think the cost of doing nothing
and nmaki ng nodest increnental increases to
our bus system which | |love, | take the
bus, is -- wll have a larger price tag in
the Iong run when we're | ooking at the
price of suburban spraw .

| think this community is ready
for a multi-nobile public transportation
i nfrastructure. | can't wait to ride on
light rail. | can't wait to see future
generations, ny famly, ny children in the
future, ride on light rail and benefit
fromthis investnent and the economc
devel opnent outcone fromit. So thank
you.

MR. JOYNER  Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se who has signed up or has a

bl ue speaker card that would like to
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speak? It is after 7 o' clock, so if we
have no nore speakers this evening, |'d

| i ke to thank everybody for com ng, and
we'll adjourn this hearing. Please drive
safely on your way hone. Thank you.

( THE HEARI NG CONCLUDED AT 7:10 P. M)
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